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HELP T H E JEWISH C H I L D R E N
IN GERMANY.

By STEFAN ZWEIG.

In Dostoiewsky?s ?? Brothers Karamazow??? the dialogue

between the two brothers, in which one of them indicts God

for keeping silence amid all the misery in the world, opens

wi th the words: ? I shall not speak wi th you about the

sufferings of humanity as a whole, for tha t would be too

much, and we should never get finished. I want to speak

to you to-day only of the sufferings of the l i t t le children.??

The sufferings of the children represent to D imi t r i

Karamazow?s broken spirit so vast a sum of worldly tragedy

that i t must suffice to rouse the pi ty of any genuine soul.

I, too, wish to speak now not of the entire tragedy of

the Jews in Germany, which staggers imagination, but only

and solely of the terrible plight of the children.

Certainly, the catastrophe that has come upon the Jews

of Germany has affected all alike, people of all ages, men and
women. I t has torn away innumerable people from their

home, from their work, from all that life meant to them, from

a community of which they had formed part for centuries,
and the record of this devastation has already filled many

vo lumes .

B u t grown-up men and women, no mat te r how deeply

hur t they are, must not acknowledge defeat. They already

have the strength, or th ink they have, to master their fate,

and to bu i ld a new home on the ruins o f the old. The

adul t m a y f ind consolat ion in the h is tory of his ancestors, in

similar events in the past, and he has the comfor t of knowing

that by far the greater par t of the wor ld condemns what is

now being done in Germany. A strong m a n m a y actua l ly
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are helping to diminish hatred itself, which is now, in a
thousand different ways, darkening our European earth,

The vo lun ta r y assumption o f the réle o f mother and

foster-parent to these chi ldren is the fu l f i lment o f the noblest

d u t y o f any woman, the bestowal and the nu r tu r i ng o f love,

and i t w i l l serve, at the same t ime, the common cause of the

honour of our people, wh ich we do not desire to sink down

ever again in to degradation, or become infected by hatred.

The chi ldren to whom you are extending your kindness

do no t ye t know for how much they w i l l have to thank you.

B u t f r om the books of our forefathers we have learnt tha t no

good deed is ever lost in obscur i ty , and free and happy Jewish

men and women w i l l one day, w i t h br igh t and shining eyes,

t hank you for hav ing saved the i r y o u t h for them and thus

reta ined in them the capaci ty of lov ing w i t h unbroken soul

th is wo r l d t h a t is common to us all.
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