
PRINT THE COMPLETE ADDRESS IN PLAIN BLOCK LETTERS IN THE PANEL BELOW, AND YOUR RETURN ADDRESS IN THE
SPACE PROVIDED. USE TYPEWRITER, DARK INK OR PENCIL. WRITE PLAINLY. VERY SMALL WRITING IS NOT SUITABLE.

N o .

Mrs .  George ,  Ge l lho rn
4366 McPherson Avenue

S t .  L o u i s ,  M o .

M .  G . H e m i n g w a .
SENDERS NAME

W a r  C o r r .  A P O  8 8 7
SENDERS ADDRESS

c / o  P o s t m a s t e r

C E N S O R S  S T A M P

N e w  Y o r k  C i t y

D A T E
J u n e  1 4 , 1 9 4 4

Mat ie  be loved;  am work ing l ike  a  whole  round dozen of  negro ids  and
f e e l  v e r y  h a p p y  i f  w e a r y .  D i d  t w o  s t o r i e s ,  n e i t h e r  v e r y  g o o d ,  i n
an  un in te r rup ted  24  hours ;  j us t  to  ge t  someth ing  o f f  to  the  megez ine
w h i c h  w a s  c a b l i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y .  A l s o  h a d  a  v e r y  f i n e  t i m e  b u t  w i l l
t e l l  y o u  a l l  t h e  m e r v e l s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  d e y s  w h e n  I  s e e  y o u .
Bug  had  done  a  ve ry  f i ne  l ong  s to ry ;  he  was  ove r  i n  the  f i r s t  wave
on  D day ,  i n  na tu ra l l y  the  mos t  pe r i l ous  c i r cumstances . I  t h i n k  h e
mus t  be  w i th  t he  a i r f o r ce  now,  as  he  i s  no t  a round ;  and  he  w i l l  ge t
w o n d e r f u l  s t o r i e s I  s e e  h i m  v e r y  l i t t l e ;  o u r  t i m e s  d o  n o t
co inc ide and he has masses of  h is  own pals . He is  enyhow very  happy
a n d  v e r y  a l i v e ;  a n d  i f  o n l y  h e  w i l l  n o t  p e r s i s t  i n  t a k i n g  t h e  v e r y
b i g g e s t  c h a n g e s ,  a l l  w i l l  b e  w e l l .  H e  h a s  a  f i n e  r o o m  l o o k i n g  n
the  park  and he l o v e s  t h i s  c i t y , a n d  r e a l l y  I  t h i n k  h e  i s  i n  e x c e l l e n t

W e  a l l  w o r k  s o  h a r d ,  e a t  s o  o d d l y ,  s l e e p  s o  l i t t l e ,  t h a t
w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  n i c e  a n d  t h i na n d  i f  h e  t o o k  o f f  h i s  b e a r d  h e  w o u l d
l o o k  b e t t e r  t h a n  h e  h e s  f o r  y e a r s .  A s  f o r  m e ,  I  a m  a  v e r i t e b l e
fash ion  p l a te  f o r  t h i nness  and  am fu l l  o f  con ten tmen t .

I  b h a l l  b e  g o i n g  o f f  o n  a  r e a l l y  g o o d  s t o r y  i n  a  f e w  d a y s . I t
w i l l  b e  p r e t t y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  w r i t e  y o u  l e t t e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t weeks
a s  a m  r e a l l y  t o o  d r i v e n  t o  h a v e  t i m e .  B u t  w i l l  s e n d  o c c a s i o n a l
c a b l e s  j u s t  t o  s a y  h e l l o .

How ar r  you  my deares t l i t t l e  M a t i e .  P l e a s e  t a k e  c a r e  o f  y o u r s e l f
f o r  m e .  E v e r y t h i n g  g o e s  a m a z i n g l y  w e l l  I  t h i n k ,  o v e r  h e r e ,  a n d  t h e
g e n e r e l  e x c i t e m e n t  i s  t e r r i f i c  a n d  o n e  f e e l s  a s i f  o n e  r e a l l y  w a s  l i v i n g
e v e r y  s e c o n d  o f t h e  t w e n t y  f o u r .

I  may ,  a f t e r  a  wh i l e ,  go  back  t o  my  o l d  haun t s  whe re  i  was  be fo re
I  r e t u r n e d  t o  C u b e .  T h e  o n l y  k i c k  I  h a v e  h e r e  i s  t h a t  w o m e n
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  t r e a t e d  t o o  m u c h  l i k e  v i o l e t s  a n d  u n l e s s  t h a t
r e l a x e s  a  g r e e t  d e a l  t h e  o t h e r  p l a c e  m a y  b e  b e t t e r  f o r  a  b i t .  I t
sounds  aw fu l l y  good  too ,  and  makes  ve r i e t y  i n  sub jec t  ma t te r .
j u s t  k n o w  I  a m  w e l l  a n d  w i l d l y  b u s y ,  t h a t  m y  o w n  e f f e i r s  g o  c o m f o r t a b l y ,
a n d  I  a m  h a p p y  a s  a  g o a t .  I  a d o r e  y o u .

Der l i ng  cou ld  you  do  someth ing  fo r  me . Ask  Olge  to  buy  a  s tand ing
f l oo r  l emp  w i t h  p l e i n  wh i t e  shade  f o r  my  swee t  o l d  No rweg ien  cap te i n .
W o t  t o  s p e n d  m o r e  t h e n  1 5  d o l l a r s ,  w i l l  y o u  a d v a n c e  i t ?  H a v e  i t  s e n t  t o
Cepta in  B jorn-Hensen,  care  Norwegian Trade and Sh ipp ing Miss ion in
New York ;  o r  e lse  she  cou ld  te lephone In te rocean Steamsh ip  L ine  and ge t
h i s  e x a c t  a d d r e s s . J u s t  s t i c k  i n  a  c a r d  s a y i n g  w i t h  m u c h  a f f e c t i o n  f r o m
y o u r  f r i e n d  M a r t h a  G e l l h o r n ,  a n d  h a v e  t h e  s t o r e  s e n d  i t  t o  h i m .
f o r  h i s  c a b i n  o n  t h e  b o a t .  I  h a v e n ' t  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  a  s e p e r a t e  l e t t i n a
O l g a .  A  m i l l i o n  t h a n k s  a n d  e x c u s e  t h e  b o t h e r . I  s o  l o v e  y o u .  m m m

V . . . -  M A I L



I N S T R U C T I O N S .

(1) V-Mail Service is available for the personnel of our Armed Forces stationed
at certain points outside the continental United States.

(2) Write the entire message on the other side below the double line. Very small
writing is not suitable.

(3) Address exactly as you would an ordinary letter, PRINTING the address
in the panel provided, AS LARGE AS POSSIBLE.

(4) If i t is desired to send more than one sheet a separate form must be
completed.

(5) A miniature photographic negative of the message will be made and sent
by the most expeditious form of transportation available. It is important
that the message be written very plainly. A photographic reproduction,
measuring about 5 inches by 4 inches, will be made and delivered to the
addressee.

(6) The original will be destroyed after the corresponding film has been
delivered at the destination.

(7) V-Mail is subject to the same censorship prescribed for other mail.
Censorship instructions will be strictly observed in the preparation of
V-Mai l  let ters. Nothing will be cut from a V-Mail letter. Deletions
will be made with Black Ink only.

(8) Unit censors, after censoring V-Mail letters, will indorse their name and
rank just above the words "Censors Stamp", and forward them to the
officer designated to affix the Censor's stamp. This must be accomplished
within 24 hours. After stamping, the letters will be placed flat in a large
envelope, or carefully packaged if quantity warrants, and mailed to the
V-Mail Station, APO 887, U.S. Army.

(9) Blue envelopes may be used for V-Mail in the same manner prescribed for
other letters. Blue envelopes containing V-Mail letters will be addressed to
the Chief Military Censor, V-Mail Section, APO 887, U.S. Army.
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