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F I N C A  V I G I A  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  D E  P A U L A  C U B A

My dearie 01ga;

I t  is the day after Ernest 's bir thday, compared to which the day after

Xmas is  on ly  a  mi ld  re l ie f  and boon to t  to  the t roub led sp i r i t .  I  d read

July 21 practically from year to year and am always enchanted when the

days ends without any dead guests around the property. This birthday

begen rather errat ical ly due to the fact that E departed the house at

6:30/om some errand on other and showed up again at 11:30. The birthday

brekfast therefore passed by default. At 11:30 there were four Spaniards

who had already been here an hour and stayed another hour (thgugh they

were al l  coming back at 4 that afternoon) to make their fel ic i tat ions.

Finally, by dint of some quick foot work, I got them out, and we had our

birthday brekfast at 12:30, consisting of coffee cake and champagne-cider?

It also was Ratitek Patrick's birthday (he is Mousie the 15 year old)

beeause his birthday happened on June 29 while he was on board E's boat

and everyone forgot it and besides they couldn't do anything about it then.

So Mousie and Papa opened their presents and Mother and Gigi and I swilled

coffee cake and champagne. After which there was a lull before the storm

during which everyone went to its own part of the establishment and

main ta ined s i lence and t r ied to for t i fy  i tse l f .  The guests began arr iv ing

about f ive, spi l l ing out of cars l ike old fashioned Chapl in movies.

Presently there were 34 Basques and Spaniards (all men) sollicking

around down by the pool. Most of them know Mother well. The great thing

you say in Spanish (If you are peasant people) is: How starng and healthy

you look. That, in American, is the equivalent I suppose of "how beautiful

and br i l l iant . "  They a l l  sa id th is  wi th  great  s incer i ty  to  Mother  and sa

wrung her hand and she was greeted by cries of rejoicing in Basque.

Basque is one of those languages no one can figure out where it came from;

In this 1t has some aff i l iat ion to Finnish and Hungarian, other sports.

t :
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Mother and Jane Joyce and I (the only females admitted) hung

about the pool ahwile eating sandwiches and drinking and watching people

take running dives which we fel t  could only end in their  s l ipping on the

cement and diving onto same, by error. Then we withdrew and I came up to

my room and went to sleep (I believe Mother read.) At about nine or so,

this gathering, roughly 28 38 of us, set off  for the pigeon shooting club

where we were to eat a vast hot meal that ought to satisfy the mammoth

and interminable hunger of the Basques. There was more drinking and joblity

and I noticed Gigi (the 1l year old) r iding around on the shoulders of

an odd Marine, and he Gigi seemed happy but a little blear-eyed, but I

p a i d  v e r y  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n .

At table Mother sat between bon Andres who is a priest (was on

our side in the war in a machine gun outfi t  and is the greatest lover of

democaact I have ever met personally) and Garay who is the Basque ,olegate,

which means representative of the Basque govt in exile. We had no sooner

more or less arranged ourselves than bombs began to go off; they must have

been huge firecrackers. There was a rapialy suppressed tendency to throw

rol ls;  this was put down with the cry,  "No, No, not unt i l  af ter dessert ."

Several people rose to make some sort of speech and fell in their tracks;

one man appeared wearing a full cat cher's outfit, with mask, having been

at other of these parties. People sang, made sudden speeches of their

own, and jollity reigned; some people simply sat where they were and had

fits of giggles. One man poured wine on himself to prove he had been

wrong in an argument; another man danced about the table like Salome

around the head of St John the Baptist.  At last (and none too soon I felt :

I had made no conversation at all beyond the words, wo,No,  not  unt i l  a f ter

dessert) the cakes were brought in. The priest's sister made one,
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very beaut i fu l ,  wi th  Basque words of  congratu lat ion and Basque and Amer ican

f l ags ;  and  ano the r  - -  wh i ch  I  had  bough t  - -  came  I n  w i t h  I t s  cand les

burn ing  l i ke  a  fo res t  f i re  and  the rew as  a  b r ie f  moment  when  i t  seemed

Ernes t ' s  new  bea rd  wou ld  ca t ch  on  f i r e  as  he  b l ew  i t  ou t .  We  a l l  sang  t he

B asque hymn and something that looked l ike Home Land of the Free and Home

of the Brave and there was an anormous mixed howl ing wich I  muler tsunt

under tgood  to  be  the  Cuban  Na t iona l  An them.  A f te r  t h i s  d i sp lay  o f  emot ion

peop le  a te  cake  fo r  a  few moments  in  to le rab le  peace and we beat  i t .

Then I  i t sar  d iscovered tha t  Mous ie  had taken Gig i  home due to  the  fac t

tha t  G ig i  was  d runk  a t  the  t ime ;  and  Mouse  was  p lay ing  poker  d i ce  a t  the

k i osk  ba r  w i t h  a  Cuban  boy  ( hav i ng  mo re  o r  l e ss  r e t i r ed  f r om  t he  ma in

pa r t y . )  I  dec ided  I  be t te r  go  home and  see  abou t  g ig i  so  Jane  d rove

Mother and me but when we got here we had no keys; however that was solved

by  p i l i ng  i n  a  w indow .  We  then  t sa r  dascove red  we  had  no  key  f o r  G ig i ' s

house ( the ch i ld ren have one apar t )  so  Mous ie  was ca l led and re turned

bear ing  keys  and  the  news tha t  the  par ty  has  sor t  o f  me l ted  w i th  peop le

j u s t  w a n d e r i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h  t h e i r  a r m s  a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r .  A t  t w e l v e  t h i r t y ,

when  Ma and  I  had  jus t  re t i red ,  E rnes t  re tu rned  (E rnes t  i s  now doub l ing  fo r

Wotan)  and sa id  tha t  he  was d isgusted as  two men had p icked a  f igh t  w i th

e a c h  o t h e r  b u t  n o t  d o n e  a n y  f i g h t i n g  s o  h e  a n d  p a t c h l ,  a  f r i e n d  o f  h i s ,

f o u g h t  f o r  t h e m  ( f o r  t h e  p r o t o c o l )  a n d  h a d  a  b e a u t i f u l  f i g h t  w h i c h  t h e y

en joyed and a l l  admi red  and knocked each o ther  down seera l  t imes in

the  c l ub  d r i ve .  A l so  Bug  sa id  b i t t e r l y  t ha t  no  one  wou ld  se rve  anymore

w i n e  a f t e r  I  l e f t  w h i c h  w a s  a  h e l l  o f  a  n o t e  ( a  m i s t a k e  o f  t h e  c l u b  s e r v a n t s

or  a  precaut ion . )  Anyhow i t  ended we l l  and no one was dead;  those peop le

who d id  no t  come to  the  par ty  were  round ly  b randed as  cowards  s ince  i t  i s

r ega rded  gene ra l l y  as  a  f ea t  o f  da r i ng  t o  show  up  on  Ju l y  21 .
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I  f e e l  v e r y  r e l i e v e d  n o w  a n d  a s  i f  p e r h a p s  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f

q u i e t  w u l d  d e s c e n d .  M o t h e r  l o o k s  m a r v e l o u s ,  s o  p r e t t y  t h a t  e v e r y o n e

s p e a k s  o f  I t ,  a n d  i s  t h e  b e l o v e d  o f  m y  m e n  f o l k s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  c a l l  h e r

Mother  contentedly  as Papa does,  and none of  my men seem to wish to  be

f a r  a w a y  f r o m  h e r .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  t a l k  t o  h e r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  b u t  I  s e e  t h a t

t h e y  d o  n o t  u s e  a l l  h e r  t i m e ;  s h e  s t i l l  h a s  p l e n t y  o f  r e s t  a n d  r e a d i n g

a n d  e x e r c i s e  a n d  b e i n g  a l o n e .  B u t  t h e y  d o  l o v e  h e r  v e r y  a r d e n t l y  a n d

cu te l y  and  E rnes t  op ined  tha t  he  though t  he  m igh t  was  we l l  d i spense  w i th

m e  a n d  s e t t l e  f o r  M o t h e r .  S h e  i s  b r o w n  a n d  r e a l l y  l o v e l y  l o o k i n g ;  h e r

face  l ooks  f i rm  and  f r esh  and  she  has  no  c i r c l es  unde r  he r  eyes .

S h e  h a s  h a d  a  b a d  i t c h  o n  h e r  t h r o a t  ( p r i c k l y  h e a t  E r n e s t  s a y s ,  I  d o  n o t

k n o w  a n d  w a s  g o i n g  a b o u t  s u f f e r i n g  i n  h e r  u s u a l  r e s i g n e d  w a y  ú n t i l  I

f i na l l y  caugh t  on  tha t  t h i s  was  bad  and  go t  he r  some ch lo ro fo rm and  now the

I t c h  i s  p a s s e d .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t h e  o n l y  d i s c o m f o r t  s h e  h a s  h a d .

I  b e l i e v e  s h e  i s  h a v i n g  a  g o o d  t i m e  t h i s  y e a r  ( t w o  y e a r s  a g o  s h e  d i a

n o t )  a n d  s h e  i s  a g a i n  t a k i n g  j o y  o u t  o f  r e a d i n g  w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e

f i n e s t  j o y s  t h e r e  i s ,  a n d  i s  a  s o r t  o f  t h e r m o m e t e r  t o  a  p e r s o n ' s  i n n e r

peace  anyhow because  you  canno t  rea l l y  en joy  books  i f  you ' re  a l l  churned

up ?
T h e  o t h e r  g o o d  n e w s  i s  t h a t  L i z o  i s  g o i n g  t o  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  W h e n  t h e

news came Mother  ins tant ly  began say ing she would  have to  leave sooner ,

h a d  t o  s e n d  c a b l e s ,  a l l  h e r  u s u a l  m a c h i n e r y  o f  s e l f  i m m o l a t i o n .  B u t  I

pe rsuaded  her  to  g i ve  1 t  up  and  be  sens ib le  because  L iso  i s  no  more  go ing

t o  g e t  o f f  i n  t w o  w e e k s  t h a n  s h e  i s  g o i n g  t o  f l y  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  o n

I c a r u s '  w i n g s .  S o  n o w  M a  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c a l m  a b o u t  i t  a n d  w i l l  h a n d l e  i t

w h e n  s h e  g e t s  h o m e .  I  t h i n k  s h e  i s  d e l i g h t e d  a n d  I  a m  m o r e  t h a n  d e l i g h t e d

a s  I  f o r e s e e  a  f a r  q u i e t e r  w i n t e r  f o r  h e r ,  w i t h  l e s s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a
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