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Vere is a circuustauce cnnected with

the futicatin of 'Nathanger Abbey

which is among the most cunspicuo

odditisof literamy histry. Jame unster

borate the fust veroin of this book

1798, whew she was but twenty-

Nue years of age, and teft it hay
years. bywhich time

in which we see it now. Very shutty

afterwards it was bught by a
bookseller, and was even amonced an



a fathoming fuklication. But he murr

published it; suo thorten yearo lata he

sold it back to fame Austers brother

Herry four exactly the tem ponds he

paid fu it. ano no more.

Ams we must all ague with Im

Austen herself when she remarks That

any bookseller should thick it wait
while sto purchase what he did not

Think waith while to publishaig sews

It cou arly be explaired

by supposnig that hee was unintanate

rugh to be freed by his calling into



giring expression in hard cash to a

attitute common enough among the reales

If Jane lusten. picked up the

it as if it were any other, and formed

the opinion that it very nearly was.
It was a pleasaut take alunt Peasant

people, written in simple English; ano

it hai the further advantage, 'e

The prit of rew of the coiculating

Abrasies, that it was plainly written

by a lady who wrote fun her our

Runoledge of life as it was hued

in country seals and at Bath. with



all confidence. tergne, he bade the

custing. hise send sten freds to the
author.

But later, berkats when ke was about

to send the mannocift done to the

pristing- press, he gave it awother look,

and was sharply pulled up lay a
suspecion that it was not what he

had suppored it. He was not at all

sure that the tale was as like any

other an he had suppred.se entaily

was not the Kund of Stale generally

accepted as pleasant at the viculati
hbraries, which draus tears and smiles



fum the readeby incidents generally

accefied as having that effect.

thigh the people in it wore flecsant
eningh, the authorn attitude sto then

was not so pleasant. 8 was Disconcertig.

Gue did ust Run where ne was. She

seemed to be langhing at them fr

actim not usually insidered laughable.

It night even be feared that she

at the reader: nias longing it let entril, he

hang highe
much lander at the busmess

um she lud persuaded to

act as intermediary in this sarcastic



assault on the bublic. But it nught ever

bethat the joke the manus wift was

Paying on hisni was even more unpuben.

will strike ence the circulating horanes

as incipid trikhing with then subscubers

stelligence; fr it dealt with most orimary

people ant wents, and that not sobuatly,

as Fielding aus Smollete had die

?  ,nor with sentimental excitements

as Richardsm aus Janny Burmey had

Ame it, but with the calue of
ladies talking mud a sea table. n.
s not to be windered if. He book.



seller threw back into his bureau drawer

This manuscript that eithermeant far too

much or far too little, told the
prustars devil ust sto wait, and annuces

to huiself that he might as well order

that teu founds as good as lost.

8 is worth while remembering this

poor mau's flight. bsecanse it draws

attentin to a quality in Jane Gusters
work rohich might escape our matce :
and That is its novelty. I has often
been remarked That nowhere ii her

novel is there any mentin of the
Napolemic wars that were ravagung

Enrope during the whole of her adult



life; and hugh all that
be deduced for this omisin is that she

knew she had nothing to say abunt the
Napoleonic wars, au attent has been

made to use it as a proof that te
was an entriel stuitimal aus persmal
antist who drew little of her pover

from untellectual afrehensin of the
winld armud her. But this is myrs.
table. Juru to "Evelia, witten
Twenly yours hefne "Nathanga Abey.

and still so gamally regarder as
The standard wanau's novel that
Jane lusten descubes one 01 her book

To a futile as beng
The same

length an Evelms; and the contrast



between the two books will make one

tunder if Jane Austen has not been peath

Thingh indectlyinflacuces buy the sceptical

morement of The eighteenth century which
came toa chuiax un the Freuch

Revolutin.

The ridirectress must be emphasised.

Min Austen wald certainly have thught

Viles Helen Maria Williano a são goose
to France to witners the dawn

nearly ling

But it is surely not a considence that

a coutry gentlewomau skuld set diver

au put the motitutions of society regars.

ing women though the most gruelling



cition therehave ever received, just at

The tune silent Europe was generally

follning Voltaire ano Pineau in thir
openon that social institutions not il
should but culd be questimed.

ton the fuminion of Jane Custon, to

take the excressiou of it w"Nuttanger

Abbey." was ruy marked. It was,
Thunk, quite cnscuis; the odd attack
in the Spectator at the end of Chapte
Five must have been evoked by the

slighting references to women common m

That work. And it is ray drastic;
it declares that the proitim of woman
as society distated it was humelating,

as founded on
proposatims. She duanos us poor Catherme



Morlaud, a good creature if even there was

ove, of whom we would read with Pleasur

???
redecoy he life as one ofla he at to t in han
broad of ten ste cia wasting of smething

very mean her on life as me of a
constry paron's brood of eight. the

Ahmes us lho the good creature was
flattered by the rootic enception of

love and womanhood. Every where it

was pretended that wonew were heroines,

That new worshiped them and stame

fartin fosers in, either un the decent way
That led to the altar, or by abductio
and seduction, aus that many case i
was Isinterested desire which dictates
the relatinship of the sexes. Do these



illusions Jane Custen opposes the luth

in her bitter inventin of General Iiney's

mercenary pursuit of Gatherine an his

seems, other finces operating begades the

one commonly named. Yen give women

Theuncomparable protectim and cmsequence

7 marmony, but theybut they are not abme

ordering ifThere may uot be a
quid pro quo in the trauraction. Lu

fact, a wife with a onvery is better

Then ame; and this duvery must he
in gold fu, as it is pointed out w
this volume ai several pages, wealth

of the muid counts in the female sux
as a Rid of porenty.



smatis fact shitle the methin o
Ine, and provoke among the

less admirable sort of womau a counta
calculatin. O is interesting to note the
realily and novelty of abella Thorpe.
Men and women writers has often drawerte

coquette before, but, suice they all wrote

from the masculinist point of rei, li was
always assumed that ther motive was

that can out a to cong t hu

and change; but his Cuntar merely

High scrifully suggests that it was
to gav as good an establi lment los to

sensible rman
possuble. But the tragedy to that it
there was a lot to be sai fu
Isabella hupes auns and artifice, once



. There was no way of independence for

women and the bleasantest way of depenience

was matrimary. Huoband. hunting was

shameful and hirid, but there was
evey reason why me should joir en
Vhe k???.

Nere were too reasms why Jane

Austen felt acutely on the sulyect.

ter francial

positin was alvoys insecure. bolen len
father died she and her mother and her

sister were left in straitined wiams
stances, and so luel a hea must

fuseen this. I Sans Thytlerch
wi his interesting "Jane Austen, her



tys and art," points ont hns these fuancal

trmbles are murined in the later moved.

She must, therefre, have smetumes wiled

she culd have been as much less than

lolf as wants lave formutts her to
take a hand in the game. But there

vas also a fince mue pouserful than
These material consideratins which made

er Dictanted with the common atutube

to love.
vasShe 10000fully

posenses of the stealon

which in a necessary ingredient of the

great satrist.If the cutiesed the

she hao a very leaven.
instilations cof There i a



beautiful ans fatletic self evelatin in

all the parages Dealing with Catherine

??? ??? ????. gai an again
Mis Anolen makes Gatterine "gue herself

away, as in the scene where the bursto

breathless ans apologetic unto the Tilneys

lodgings aptur folu chorbe hãs Delwere ho

importment message to Eleanor; an

???? ???? ??e very mockng abut her
at anch times. But afterry never goes

sto The side of the enemy, he s

always hyal and nitestanting of the
sters that has compelled leu to be

a litte foolid. St is apparent that

thugh Jane Amater Did not want to



Scheme for an establishment nor to ape

unbecility, she would have likes to have

an eternal fuend an supporta. Tr

her drawing of Gatherine Morland me
knows thatshe would have been able

to the price o such a benefit,

lesself barto have returned eternal

frendship and support.

It is chanatcristic of Jane lustens

out that shepresents this story,

which was the frint of string feeing

an auacions thught, with such
perfect serenily that me accepts it as

a beautiful established fact. Here
are thise who have doubted whether



"Nathangar Abbey"is woutly to stand

beside "Pride an Payuice and "Sence

ano Sensibility'; and it is at a to.
compared with these because

it is the least happily proportimed

of all Mis Austens warks. The saline
on Is Radcliffe an "The tysteres

o Udolpho; thigh Delightful on belf,

I ust quite satis fartarily fused with

The more unportant matter of the

story. But this matters htle in

reu ofthe many delight to be
frun su this book. St is thaup
with Jane Austeis hate of unpleasant



Things, it is sweet with her lwe or

all that ii peasant, it norishes

with ther wit that in the extremily
good seuse; and her geneis fr

character. drawing is at is happiest

here. Hury Tilney ano Catherine Malans

are not in the least insipid became

o their blamelenness; on The contray,

They are ruch with the specal

charm that attends the coyunction

1 good sub and good breedwig.
Che less admirable characters are as

engable, as among them h Johu



Sherpe especially deserves unto as a

supero analysis of vulgarity aûo its

perpetual expenditure of free to

ho purpose. The book contamio,

neorex, a wealth of those phrase

which, brief and suitle in Memselves,

evoke a whole phase of exiteuce.

Gu a hundredth reating In Molaus

gentle rebuke, "I dud not quite

like, at breakfast, to hear you
talk so much abut the Luuch

beas at touthange, will beare
home to me the manalysable quali



materual conceru which is most.Hught at and mat mind, on

as Gatherive's "fin't rew of that
well - Prom spie which wants amonce

her within twenty miles of home

always brungs to the mundó eye ano

He hearts recollection whateva country.

sede is familiar to Them. The book

has, indeed, a full measue of That

character which makes the death of

Jane lusteu at faly me as omnis

as Mthe death of Muzart at a

slightly earher age; suce it seems



so hust that too engest thet for

peractim can arly be quenches in

the grave.

Pebera west

This fair copy to sent to
Emaure Sachs with all the writen

love.
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