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PREFACE.

I n March, 1855, a few women assembled in a Boston parlor,

and issued a call for a New-England meeting to consider

the laws in the various New-England States with regard

to Woman. Committees were appointed to report upon

these laws. ;

On the 19th and 20th of September, the meeting was

held at the Meionaon, in Boston. For two days and nights,

an intensely interested audience attended its deliberations.

Reports were read, by Mrs. D a t i , upon the Laws of Massa-

chusetts; by Mrs. Davis, upon the Laws of Rhode I s l a n d;

by Miss T a r r , upon the Laws of New Hampshire; by Mrs.

Brown, for the State of Vermont; and by Mr. O?Convor, for

the State of Connecticut. The speakers, on the first day,

were Lucy Stonz, Mr. Hiceinson, and WENDELL PHILLIPS ;

on the second morning, ANTOINETTE Brown, Mrs, D a t , and

Miss A n t u o n y; while, on the evening of Sept. 20, the meet-

ing was closed with a lecture from RaLpH Watpo Emerson,

and a poem from Mrs. Oakes Smiru.

The Reports upon the laws were afterwards printed, were
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low. In the presence of mutiny and delirium, she took his vacant
post, preserved order, and carried her cargo safe to its destined

port. Looking in the face of Mr. Greeley, she said, ?Lo ! my
dear Horace, it is done: now say, what shall woman do next??
[ Cheers.]

Mrs. Oarouine H. Datu then dismissed the assembly.

N o t r . ? T h e Publishing Committee do not wi l l ing ly pr in t the above

report o f one of the ablest and most eloquent speeches ever delivered in
Boston. Mr . PHILLIPS never writes his speeches. H e is now too far

distant to be consulted. Two very young reporters ? after a week?s hard

practice, and three hours? excessive heat ? wrote these heads down, with-
out the most distant idea o f publication. A l l the Committee can do is to

rejoice that the accident did not happen to a young speaker, but to one
whose reputation is established, and whose immorta l i ty certain.

C. H . D .
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