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NETLEY HOSPITAL
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L JOHN WILLIAM RAMSDEN.
13 July 1857.f

LETTER from Captain R. M. Laffan, Deputy Inspector-general of Fortifications,
to the Right Hon. Lord Panmure, x.T., G.C.B.

War Office, Whitehall Gardens,
My Lord, 11 July 1857.

HavinG been directed by your Lordship to prepare the returns respecting the
Royal Victoria Hospital at Netley called for by the Address of the House of
Commons of the 9th ultimo, and the plans called for by the Address of the
House of Commons of the 19th ultimo, I have the honour to lay before your
Lordship returns and plans which I think afford all the information called for
by those addresses,

But as those returns and plans, drawn up expressly to meet the terms of the
addresses, do not afford all the information which I think it would be desirable to
furnish to the House of Commons on the subject, I would suggest to your Lord-
ship whether it might mnot be expedient to cause them to be accompanied by a
brief history of the several steps taken by your Lordship’s orders—first, with a
view to the selection of a proper site for the hospital ; and next, for the purpose
of obtaining a good design for the buildings.

The first step was taken in March 1855, when your Lordship requested Sir
John Burgoyne, 6.c.p., Inspector-general of Fortifications, to appoint an officer
of engineers to assist you in the selection of a site for a great military hospital.

Sir John Burgoyne appointed me for that duty; and on my waiting upon
f{our Lordship, you told me that the Government proposed to erect a military
wspital capable of receiving 1,000 patients, and that in your opinion such an
establishment should be so situated as to be easy of access {rom the sea, in order
that invalids returning from foreign service, and sick und wounded soldiers sent
home from the seat of any foreign war, might be transferred from the ships to
the hospital with the least possible amount of land carriage.
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« 0f Reports from Sir Frederick Smith and Dr. Mapleton as to Porchester
Castle:”

« Of REPORT from Dr. Andrew Smith on the Site of Netley,
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monceauw and Appuldevrant.”

May 1856:"
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War Office, )

8 December 1857. | JOHN WILLIAM RAMSDEN,

PORTS from Dr. Maplton and Captain Laffan as to the Site between
REFC,,., Monckton and Harbour, on the Gosport side of Portsmouth Harbour,

My Lord,

We have the honour to report to your Lordshi
vicinities of Portsmouth and Gosport for the pu
site for the erection of a military hospital upon
inform your Lordship that the most eligible spot in either locality appears to
us to be an open space of about 30 acres, situated on the sea shore between
Haslar Hospital and Fort Monckton.

The site here presented offers peculiar advantages ; the air is pure and
healthy, the aspect southerly, and the immediate vicinity of the sea keeps the
temperature at a comparaﬁ_vely equable point,

The chief recommendation, however, consists in its close vieinity to the
harbour, and in the fact that the communication with the vessels bringi
home invalids may be effected entirel

| y by water, through the medium of a fidal
creck, which is navigable four or five hours every tide.

The soil consists of gravel resting upon a substratum of clay, the surface
being raised about 13 feet above high-water at spring tides, so that no difficulty
need be npprehen_ded as to drainage. Good Water, we are informed, can be
procured by sinking anywhere to a depth of 12 or 14 feet; and we have no
reason to doubt the accuracy of the information, as Haslar Hospital and Fort
Monckton are supplied in this way. It appears to us that a more healthy or

convenient spot can scarcely be found in the neighbourhood ; but we wish

especially to call your Lordship’s attention to a probable source of future

London, *16 March 1855, '
p that we have examined the
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already alluded to ; and although in i
innoxious, we think that if it become
siderable number of houses, it will prove a certain source of disease,

We would therefore strongly recommend, that previous to any steps being
taken towards the erection of the hospital buildings, your Lordship should pur-
chase the whole of the land in the neighbourhood of the creek.

In a military point of view, the erection of o considerable establishment in
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Captain, Royal Enginem
The Inspector-General Henry Mapleton, m.p,, :
of Fortifications. Staff Surgeon,
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Sir, : London, 14 June 18355
In accordance with a verbal communication from Captain Laffan, Rey
incers, we have the honour to report, with reference to the offer of A ol
durcombe to the Government as a military hospital, or as a place for pﬁsg,, :
(contained in the accompanying papers, herewith returned), that we have Ylsx;f;
and inspected the premises in question, and we are of opinion that it is not
adapted for a military hospital, for the following reasons :—

1st. The house, which is a large building, standing by itself, is seven miles
from Newport (approachable by a hilly road), at which place a landing canbe
effected at certain times of tide; this distance would be a serious incor
venience to sick or wounded men to be transported over.

2d. The rooms on the three floors which could be occupied as sick wards
are about 50 in number, varying in size from 54 ft. by 24 ft. to 12 ft. by 10ft,
’ia‘ltnld would accommodate about 230 men, giving each patient five feet in width.
D a(; lgsjeomty of ftll])ese rooms are, however, not wide enough to admit mor
o 5;0\:15 c; eds; those on the first floor are almost all of them con-
e 0 open one mto.an(_)ther, so that there would be a difficultyin
ng good_and distinet ventilation. The rooms on t} d floor dre
only eight or nine feet high. e S
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(signed) Arehibald Ross,
Capt., Royal Engineers,
W. John M, apleton,

The Inspector-General of Fortifications. Surgeon.




NETLEY HOSPITAL

—_—

REPORTS from Dr. Mapleton and Captain Laffan
as to the Site between Fort Monckton and Harbour,
on the Gosport side of Portsmouth Harbour;
Rerort from Sir F. Smith and Dr, Mapleton as to
Porchester Castle ; Repont from Dr. Andrew Smith
on the Site of Netley; and Reromts from Dr.
BMapleton and Captain Ross, ». £, on Herstmon-
ceauz and Appuldurcombe.

(M. Stafford.)

—
Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed,
11 December 1857.
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