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Thoughts on Peace during an Air Haid,
The “ermans were over this house last ni ht caend the night before
that., Herc they are again. It is a queer expereince, lyinr in the
dark and listenin. to the zoom of a hornet which may at any moment
stin; you to death, It is a2 sound that interrupts cool and consec—
utive thinki:ng about psacs. Yet it is a sound--far more than prayers
and anthems-- that shoull coupel one to think about seace. Unless

we can think peace into existcence we-- noit this one body in this

one bed but niliions of bodics yet to  Dbe born-~ will lie in the

seme darkness and hear the same death rattvi%. Let ws

think what we can do to create the only effficient air raid shelter
while the suns on the hill go pop pop pop and the sem'%’{ig"hts finger
the cloudls and now and then, sometimes close at hand, sometimes

s a omb drops.

Vp there in the sky young Englishmen and youn: German men
are fightins cach other, The defenders are men, the attackers are
men, Arms are not given to #nglishwomen either to fight the enemy
or to defend herself., She must lie weaponless tonight, Yet if she
believes that the fight going on up in the sky is a fight by the
English to f_)rotect freedow, by the Geraans to destroy freedom,
she mast fight, so far as she can, on the side of the English,

How far can she fight for freedom without firearwms? By making ams,
or clothes or food. But there is another wayr of fighting for freedom
without ams; we can Tight with the mind, We can make ideas that will
help the youns #ngli hman who is fighting up in the sky to defeat
the enemy,

But to make ideas effectlve, we must be able to fire them off,

We must put them into action, And the hornet in the sky rouses
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another hornet in the mind. There v as one zooming in the Times

this morning--a womans voice saying " Women have not a word to say

in politics." Therc is no woman in the Uabinet; none in any

responsible posts 411 the idefmakers mrsx who are in 2 position to

make ideas ef ‘ectivq are men, That is a thought that dawps thinking,

and encourages irresponsibility. Why not bury the head in the

pillow, plug the ears, and cecase this futile activity of idea making?
' Offc fabaa g

ﬁecause there are other tables besides[confercnce tables. Are we
o

not leaving the youny MHglishman without a weapon that might be of
private

value to him if we give up rpixaks thinking, tea table thinking,

because it seews usel:ss? Are we not stressing our disabilkty

because our ability exposes us perhaps to abuse, perhaps to

contgmpt? "I will not eease from mental a-t?é'ﬁe" Blake wrote, lMental

s—bﬁ:‘&-fe means thinking against the current, not with it.

That current flows fast and furious. It issues in a spate of
words from the loud speakers and the politicians, Zvery day they
tell us that we are a free people, Tightin: to defend freedom,

That is the_cu.rrent that has whirled the young airman up into the

sky and keeps him circling there amon: the clouds, IDbwn here with a
roof to cover us and a gas mask handy it is our business to puncture
gas bags and discover seeds of truth. It is not true that we are
free, We are both prisoners tonight-- he boxed up in his machine with
a gun handy; we lying in the dark with a gas mask handy, If we were
free we should be out in the open, dancins, at the play, or sitting
at the emwn window talkin: together. what is it that prevents us?
"Hitlex" the loud speakers cry with one voice, Who is Hitler? Vvhat

is he? Ageressiveness, tyranny, the insane love of power made
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manifest, they reply. Deskoy that , and you will be free.

The drone of the planes is now like the sawing of a branch
over head, Round and round it goes, sawing and sawing at a branch
directly above the house. Another sound ¥fins sawing its way in the
brain. "Women of ability"--it was Lady Astor speaking in the
T‘:i__mes this morning-- Y"are held down because of mmMAREX a subconscious
Hitlerism in the hearts of men," Certainly we are held down.
ile are equally prio‘;’ners tonizght--the Englishmen in their planes,
the fnglishwomen in their b.ds, But if he stops to think he 1ay Dbe
killed; and we too. So let us think for him, Let us try to drag up
into consciousness the subconscious Hitlerism that holds us down,
It is the desire for aggression;.[:‘fa desire to dominate and enslave,
Zven in the darkness we cen see that made visible., We can see shop
windows blazing; and women gazing; <#d painted wonmen; dressed up
women; woumen witi. crimson lips and crimson finger nails., They are

slaves who are trying to enslave, If we coul ‘d free ourselves from

slavery we should free men from tyranny, Hitlers are bred by slaves.

Re-wfg bomo drops. All the windows rattle. The anti-air guns
are getting active, Up there on the hill under a net tagged with
strips of green and orown ckmkhxx stuff to imitate the huus of

[&wg
autunn  amkkx guns are concealed, Now they all fire at once.

On the nine o'clock wireless we shall be told "Forty four eneuy

planes were shot don dwrin. the night, ten o7 then by a.m';i-air&mf[

o Tire," And one of the terms of pezce, the loud speskers
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s8peakers say , is to be disarmament, Thers are to be no wore guns,

no army, no navy, no air force in the future, No more youns men will
ed to fig

be train

~

another quotation., "To fight against a real encmy, to earn undying

That rouses another mind-hornet in the chambers of the brain--

honour and glory by shooting total strangers, and to come home
with mr breast c;overed with medals and decorations , that was the
sumnit of my hope... It was for this that my whole life so far had
been dedicated, my education, training, everything;..." Those were
the words of a youn:.#glishmen who fought in the last war. In the
face of them do the current thinkers honestly believe that by
writing "’Eﬁ.sarmament " on a sheet of paper at a conference table
they will have done &ll that is needful? Othello;s occupation ﬁill
be gone; but he will remain Othello. The yo*:mg-; airm_an up in the sky
is driven not only by the voices of loud speakers; he is driven by
voices in himself-- ancient instincts, instincts fostered and cheriste
by education and tradition, Is he to be blamed for those instimcts?
Could we switch off the maternal instinct at the commnand of a
table full of politiciansz Suppose that imperative amon; the peace
terms wasj" Childbearing is to be restricted to a very small
class of specially selected women" would we submit? Swuld we not eay
"The maternal instinct is a woma.n's glory., It was for this ththat
my whole life has been dedicated, :;Iy education, trainings, everything,.
But if it were neceesary for the sake of hmanity , for the peace
of the world, that child bearins shoild be restricted, the maternal
instinct sub died, women would attewpt it, Men would help them,

They would homour them for their refusal to bear children., They wounld
~ y
give them other s -
Openingsg I0r their Clremnd s -
eative Power
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Tha{?&ust wake part of our figsht for freedom, We :must help the
youn: “nglishmen to root out from themselves the love of mdkmex
meddds and decoratio ms., We must crfate more honourable activities
for those who try t6 conguer in themeives tha;fighting instinct,
thaLsubconscious dftlerisi, We st compnesate the man for the
loss of his gun,.
The sound of sawins ;ver head has increased. All the s&Yach
lights are erect. They point at a spot e%}tly above thig roof,
At an;fnoment a ovowdb may fall on this very room. One, two, three,
four, five, six...the seconds pass. The bomb did not fall.
But durin those seconds of suspense all thinkin- stopped. All
feelin% save onc dull dread, ceaseds, A nail fixed the whole being to
one hard board, The emo tion of fear and of hate is thersfore
sterile, unfertile, Directly that fear passes the mind reaches out
and instinctively revives itself by tryin: to create, Since t'ne‘
roorn is dark it can create only eu:::} memory. It reaches out
to the memory of other Augusts--in Sayreuth, listenin- to vagner;
in Rome, walking over the Campagna; in London, Friends voices come
back., Scraps of poetry return, Zfich of those thoughts, even in
memory, was far wore positive, reviving , healines and creative
than the dull dreagﬁgg fear and hate, Thercfore if we are to com
pensate the youns: man for the loss of his glory and of his
gun we must gzive him access to the creative feelings. Ve must
Neak,
share happiness, e must free him from the machine. We must bring hin
out of his prison into the open air. But what is the use of freeing
the young dnglishman if the young Yorman and the young Ifalian

remain slaves?
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The search lights, wavering across the flat, have picked up the

plane now. From this window one can see a little silver insect
turning and twisting in the light., The guns go pop pop popa.

Then they cease., Probably the raider was brought down Lehind ‘the hill.
One of the pilots landed safe in a field near here the other day.

He said to his captors, speaking fairly good English, "How glad

I am that the fizht is ov.r!" Then an %glishman gave hin a cig -
arette, and an fnglishwoman made him a cup of tea. That would

seem to show that if you can free the man “drom the machine the seed

does not fall upon altogether stony ground. The seed may be fertile,

At last all the guns have stopped firing. All the éearch
lights have been exting sihed, The natural darkness of a swmer'g
nicht ret irns. The innqcent sounds of the country are heard again.,
An apple thuds to the ground. An owl hoots winging its wayr from
tree to tree, And some half forgotten words of an old ¥English
writer come to mind: "The huntsmen are up in America..." Let us
send these fragmentary notes to the huntsmen who are up in America,
to the men Iand women whosse sleep has Inpt vet been broken by machine
gun&&, in the belief that they will re-think them generously

,and charita bly, perheps shape them into som-thing serviceable,

And now, in the shadowed helf of the world, to sleep.

August, 1940.
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Man,{'s House
Rodmell
near Lewes

Sussex 3rd Sept. 1940
Dear Nrs llotier Fisher,

I have written an article, called
Thoushts on peace during an air raid which I hope uay be
in time for aximmkx your book. 4 am sending it by
this post under a separate cover, I should have liked
to have written more fully, and also to have revised the
ar ticles But I think that it is best to send it as it
stands, and knmow that you will make allowances,

I have left it so late that t am not sending it to
the magazine--it was The Forwe--thai asked me for an article.
Therefore you are free to publish it whenever you wish.

But * showld be glad if you wo1ld tell me when your book
is comin- out in order that ;[ may print it over here
if I wish.

rer‘na.ps you will be so good as to let me kuow
of its safe arrival. I realise that * may have lEfx
sent it too late; but as you can imacsine, it has been
very difficult to write at all,

Tours sincerely

New York " P
m .’frbﬂ;."
N. 1. 2 \ F/ £
S B =
UsSahe i) ,." 7 i



Monk's House
Rodmell
near Lewes
Sussex
11th Hov. 1940
Dear Mrs Fisher,
I have receiv-‘-d your letter, and
write to say that I have no objection to your having
sent the artf’c/i/le on the Air Raid to th: Nfii‘i’@—]:lc'
Of course * am glad that it should be published,
as you seem to think that yo'r book may be delayed. I
am surprised that the Forum did not answer you. Miss
Moir has more than ofe pres 'e.d me to send them just
such an article. But perhaps she is no longer
on the staff,

I hope you are pleased with the result of the
Election. W e are over here. Privately, we are a good deal
distracted; as our London *lat has been bombed, and that
means a great deal of worry about furrf’t:,/iure and so on as

you cam inagine, But the 4pove address will always find me

Pelieve me, yours sincersly

T

Mrs Moftier Harris Fisher ; )

i ) 2
Oberlin ' L},; '
Ohio

U.S.A,



Woﬂqo Genter for Women's_ Archives

Avenue, New York, New York

285-vtarddisorr Avernue; -New-York ~New Yeork
c 3
Telephone Nﬁ;ﬁél; ) %—3886

“"No Documents;, no History” = Fustel de Coulanges

. I} R}
Because we know you are interested in women's
achievements, we are appea[ing to you.

In these critical times when our gains are threatened
and even the record of our stmsgle and accomp[ish=
ment is being destroyed, we need your help.

\We beg you to read the following statement which
is sponsored by many who believe in women’s con-=
tribution to social history.

The purposes of this organization are:

To make a systematic search for undeposited source materials dealing
with women's lives and activities, interests and ideas, as members of
society everywhere. Included in such source materials will be letters,
diaries, speeches, pamphlets and articles, manuscripts of books in spe-
cial cases, notes and memoranda, programs of work and publicity.

To reproduce important materials, already deposited elsewhers, by
means of microfilming and other modern processes.

To become a clearing-house of information with respect to the loca-
tion and character of source materials on women in other libraries and
institutions.

To encourage recognition of women as co-makers of history.



Who would use tHe sociAL HisTORIAN who deals with the history of countries, peoples,

such available
material?

Why is
a new center
needed?

But wouldn’t
the
Congressional
Library be the
proper
depository?

business, professions, labor, arts and sciences.

THE PLAYWRIGHT AND NOVELIST who seek background in which to place
the struggle that makes fiction as well as history.

THE BIOGRAPHER who wants facts about a woman's life and her relations
to the world in which she lived or lives.

THE EDUCATOR who has no basis for handling the woman's role in history,
past or contemporary.

THE JOURNALIST who, writing the news of today, must have the back-
ground of yesterday.

THE CLUBWOMAN who wants to know what other women have done.

THE WOMAN ARTIST, SCIENTIST, DOCTOR, LAWYER, TEACHER, FARMER, INDUSTRIAL
WORKER, BUSINESS WOMAN, who wishes to deepen her knowledge of women
in her field of activity or in another field.

THE STUDENT who has papers or theses to prepare on subjects relating
to women, or in fields of endeavor largely carried on by women.

THE GENERAL INFORMATION SEEKER who needs to supplement emotional re-
action with factual knowledge.

Because existing institutions—even women's colleges—tend to special-
ize in men's materials. Often they have very little source material of

any kind.

Because women are inclined to destroy their own documents, while
carefully preserving the letters and other materials of their fathers and
brothers. The Center will try to secure a more balanced picture of
humanity in the interests of historic truth.

Because the public at large does not realize the extent to which his-
tory eliminates the story of women. Special attention has to be called
to women's work, ideas, observations on life, and ideals to give them the
consideration that their value carries in fact.

No. Though the Congressional Library contains a copy of every book
copyrighted in America and a magnificent collection of other books on
every kind of subject, its unprinted materials are mainly political in
character. In this relation it possesses some important materials on
women in the abolition movement and in the woman suffrage cam-
paigns. Papers of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lydia Maria Child, Susan
B. Anthony and Anna Dickinson are there. But neither in origin nor in
continued support is the Congressional Library adapted to the build-
ing up of a great archive dealing with the broad history of women.



Twenty years ago, an eminent leader of the woman movement gave to
a public library priceless documents concerning the movement for equal
suffrage. Today, twenty years after, these papers lie crammed in
drawers crumbling to dust . . . . in such condition that readers cannot
use them without injuring them. The institution had so little interest in
these records that an investigator found them only after much searching
and enquiry.

The direction of all public institutions is partly political and therefore
subject to men's control in the main. Women need to direct the collec-
tion, preservation, and guidance of readers in women's materials fo
correct the balance—until such time at least as it acquires stability,
through natural cultural discipline.

What is also true is that infinite waste of time, energy, and money
occurs where researchers and general readers must seek materials
among 48 states and many cities. Economy of education with respect
to women will be served best by the World Center for Women's
Archives.

Furthermore, the materials of women from other countries logically
belong only in such a Center.

Not long ago an enquiry was made by the great Deutsches Museum at
Munich concerning American women's contribution to Science. But
no American was found who could answer that question.

Such questions the Center would try to be able to answer in time.

At present it is supported by sponsors, membership fees and contribu-
tions. To date this income has merely covered minimum office expenses.

An annual income of $35,000 a year would provide proper housing
of records and a technically trained staff which would collect, preserve
and make available the material to meet demands for service which
are increasing daily. Such provision for three years, at least, would
allow for development, unhampered by the immediate need for fund
raising and would give the Board of Directors freedom to work toward
an endowment, thus insuring the future of the Center.

Fire-proof space and proper equipment for the care of materials as
they come in.

A trained technical staff to handle the search for materials and to
care for them when they are deposited.

Members and friends.

What about
giving materials
toa

city library?

Why not give
them to a state
institution?

The center could
best serve
international
culture?

What is the
present support
of the center?

W hat is needed
at once?
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Board of Directors
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Publications

Magazine articles:

Hygeia, 1937-39 The Lonely Child
Best Foot Forward
"The Child is Father of the man”
Too Good for his own Good

Modern
Psychologist, 1936 1Is Your Child Popular?

National Parent-

Teacher magazine I was a Teacher in That School
December, 1936

Education, 1937 In Place of School Marks

Nation's Schools, Success Habits
1937
h Summer Camp for your Child
Parents' Magazine Are Allowances rractical?
1936-1939 Lighthearted rarenthood
Ambitious rarents (Accevnted only)

Journal of the
Ameriecan Ass'n of
University Women The Occasion and mMother

January, 1937 Lady Galahad

June, 1939

Social Frontier It is My Turn

1938, 39 Song of the Stuffed Shirts (Accepted only)
Trailer Travel Serial: Vagabonding by Trailer

1937,38

Traiier Caravan '37 Trailers go Highbrow

New Masses

way 10, 1938 Liberal Arts and the marginal rife

New York Times
1938(March, I think) Story of a Women's Bank in Cleveland

New Republiec

October 4, 1939 Rabble Rouser of the Right
WHK~WCLE Two series of parent education
WIAM 1937,39 programs broadeast from Cleveland

have written and reviews

In previous years I wrote numbers of articles/which appeared
in various education, business magazines and local
publications, They hardly seem worth listing



