My dear Mrs. Priestley:

Meny months ago I had such a dear letter from you. I was deeply
grateful for it and would have answered at once, but I was suffering from
s very serious injury to my right hend - & broken tendon of the thumb,

Aind now I know why thumbscrews were used in old prisons! Nobody seems to
kmnow how & 'crocked! thumb can hurt; except John Masefield,who does such
edequate poetic justice to it in "The Everlasting Mercy".. Those dreary
days are past, but my hand is not yet very strong.

The story you told me of your wer emergency nursery made me feel
more than ever humiliated that so many of us seemed to be sitting idly by.
But now I have a little more spirit to write to my English friends, because
in our clumsy way we are really trying awfully hard to be of use, Ve don't
get around very fast, a;g:;aste a good deal of time and effort. But our

friends in Englend will remember that a drowsing lion can spring to its

feet and take position much quicker than a recumbent elephant can perform
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the same act.



lirs. J. Be Friestley,
Broxwood Court Hostel,
Leominster,
Herefordshire,;

Greet Britain,
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Auvgust 23, 1945

Dear MNrs, Priestley:

I wish I could really tell you how much
pleasure your letter gave me -- still gives me.
I first read it on the train when I was leaving
New York after an exhausting month of heat --
and I have read it many times since.

It gave me a better idea of V-E Day in
London than ell the printed columns by our best
Journalists, and told me several things which
I particularly wanted to know, I was so grate-
ful for a word about Casals. None of the
musicians in New York (and practidally all the
musicians in the world have been here for the
last few years) seem to know anything about
Casals and sowe of them felt that he might have
been liquidated in the Franco regime. I wonder

if your daughter knows the Victor record of Beethoven's
Archduke Trio, directed by Casals. He has msde so
few records that this one stands out as the richest

phonographic record of the cello ever made.
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