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(  T H E

W A L T E R

F I N D E R - O F - T H E -  W A Y  )

_ W H I T E

TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF GOLORED
PEOPLE:

I  note that  Wal ter  Whi te has served The Negro race,  the monor i ty

groups, the United States of  America and the decencies of  the world

f o r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s .

I  w ish  to  pay  homage to  Wa l te r  Wh i te ,  f i r s t  as  a  long- t ime  f r i end .

In  that  capac i ty ,  he has been a l l  that  a  f re ind should be.  He knew

how imper fec t  I  was  a l l  a long,  bu t  f r iended w i th  me jus t  the  same.

But  I  wish to  pay my reverence to someth ing greater  than f r iendship

on th is  impor tant  occas ion.

I  w a n t  t o  g i v e  h i m  h i s  r i g h t  n a m e ,  a s  t h e  h u m a n  h o m e  o f  t h e  g r e a t -

est of Negro spir i ts,  HIGH JOHN DE CONQUER.

H IGH JOHN DE  CONQUER i s  t ha t  w i l l  t o  v i c t o r y  d i s t i l l ed  i n  Neg ro

s o u l s ,  t h a t  h a s  a n d  w i l l  c a r r y  o n  t h r o u g h  a n d  d e s p i t e  e v e r y  d i f -

f i c u l t y .  I f  n o t  t o d a y ,  s o m e h o w ,  s o m e w a y  t o  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  m a n h o o d ,

and the r ight  to happiness.  HIGH JOHN DE CONQUER is not  new. He

h a s  b e e n  w i t h  u s  i n  A m e r i c a  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  s l a v e  s h i p  d r o p p e d

i ts  miserable load on American soi l .  He hovered over the burdened

sh ips  l i ke  a  great ,  but  inv is ib le  b i rd ,  and fo l lowed them across the

seas on the winds of panted prayers.  The bread of Hope and the foe

of despair.  Wherever the burden was heaviest,  and the agony most

bitter, there was HIGH JOHN DE CONQUER making laughter out of

sor row,  and songs out  o f  s ighs.  "But  wa i t " ,  he  whispered " the

unchanging laws o f  the Universe sha l l  not  be mocked."  And aga in

he  sa id ,  "  I n  ano the r  t ime ,  I  sha l l  come  i n  t he  f l esh ,  and  wa l k

the  wor ld  l i ke  a  na tu ra l  man ,  and  I  sha l l  f i gh t  w i th  o the r  weapons . "



"

W h a t n a m e h e w o u l d u s e , a n d w h s t h e w o u l d l o o k l i k e , t h e s i n g e r s

i n t h e d a r k d i d n o t know , b u t t h a t h e w o u l d come, and t h a t h e w o u l d

p r e v a i l , t h e knew and s a i d , °

W a l t e r W h i t e h a s d o n e many o f t h o s e t h i n g s s p o k e n o f o 1 d , L i k e K i n g

A r t h u r o f E n g l a n d , h e h a s i n h i s h a n d t h e w e a p o n f o r g e d f o r h i m b y

t h e p o w e r b e h i n d r i g h t t h a t m i g h t b e d e l a y e d , b u t t h a t c a n n o t b e

d e n i e d . I t i s s h a r p e n e d and k e e n e d b y m i l l i o n s o f r o u g h h a n d s t h a t

h a v e s t r o k e d i t s e d g e , and l o n g e d f o r t h e a r m t o w i e l d i t . W a l t e r

W h i t e h a s s u f f e r e d , and w i l l s u f f e r , b u t t h a t i s t h e f a t e o f a l l

men o f d e s t i n y , The weapon was f o r h i s h a n d , I t i s n o t f o r h i m t o

s a y t h a t h e h a s won i n n u m e r a b l e b a t t l e s a g a i n s t t h e h o r d e s o f

I n t o l e r a n c e , H a t e a n d I n j u s t i c e . I t i s h i s l o t t o g o o n . I f h e h a s

n o k m e r e l y k e p t u p t h e f i g h t o f t h e A b o l i t i o n i s t s f o r v h y s i c a l

f r e e d o m f r o m b o n d a g e , b u t b r o a d e n d t h e s c o p e t o d e f e a t n e w , a n d

more d e c p t i v e f o r m s o f s l a v e r y , t h e new a n d more c o m p l e x t a s k s

a r e s t i l l h i s , He h a s a c c e p t e d t h e u n i v e r s a l e s s e n c e i n h i s b o d y ,

a n d h e m u s t g o o n ,

To a g o o d f r i e n d , a g r e a t w r i t e r , a g r e a t e r human s o u l , I t u r n

my h u m b l e t h a n k s . W a l t e r W h a t e i s more t h a n a d e f e n d e r o f N e g r o

r i g h t s . By h i s c o u r a g e o u s d e f e n s e o f t h e s e , h e i s t h e d e f e n d e r

o f t h e h o n o r o f A m e r i c a , a n d t h e c i v i l i z e d w o r l d , He i s o n e o f

t h e w o r l d ' s g r e a t c i t i z e n s , He i s a m a k e r - o f - a - w a y - o u t - o f - n o - w a y ,

He i s t h e i n c a r n a t i o n o f t h a t g r e a t F i n d e r - o f - t h e w a y , HIGH JOHN

DE CONQUER, t h e DAYSBRINGER,He h a s f o u g h t t h e g o o d f i g h t .

W i t h f a i t h f u l f e e l i n g s ,

Veale Nurolone
Z o r a N e a l e H u r s t o n

ae

?er
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S u o m i t t e d  b y
Z o r a  N e a l e  H u r s t o n
N o t  E d i t e d

F L O R I D A  F O L K L O R E

Negro Legonds

There is  a  legend that  has grown up about  the

h u g e  a l l i g a t o r  w h i c h  i n h a b i t s  L a k e  B e l l e  a t  E a t o n v i l l e .

H e  1 s  s a i d  t o  b e  a n  e x - s l a v e  w h o  e s c a p e d  f r o m  a  G e o r g i a

p l a n t a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  w a r s  i n  F l o r i d a .  H e  h a d

b e e n  a  f a m o u s  m e d i c i n e  m a n  i n  A f r i c a  b e f o r e  h e  w a s  c a p -

tu red  and  so ld  in to  s lavery .  On  h is  escape  he  made h is

was  down  i n to  F lo r i da  and  j o i ned  t he  f i gh t i ng  f o r ces  o f

the Ind ians under  Osceola and Bi l ly -Bowlegs.  When they

were  de fea ted  and sca t te red ,  th is  Negro  made great  A f r i -

can medic ine one n ight  on the shores of  what  is  now

known as Lake Bel le  and at  the f in ish he t ransformed

h imse l f  i n to  the  Amer i can  coun te rpa r t  o f  h i s  c lan  god ,

t h e  c r o c o d i l e ,  a n d  s l i d  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r s  t o  w a i t  a  f r i e n d -

l y  t ime .  He  had  sa id  t ime  and  aga in  t o  h i s  comrades  tha t

he wou ld  never  d ie  by  the  hand o f  the  wh i te  man nor  be  re-

enslaved.

I t  had  been  a  sad  pe r i od  f o r  t he  I nd i an  f o r ces  t ha t

e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  a l l i g a t o r  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  A f r i -

c a n  p r i e s t .  O s c e o l a  h a d  b e e n  t r i c k e d  i n t o  c a p t i v i t y ,

B111 Bowlegs had been sla in,  their  ragged forees had been

dr iven south  and east  before  the conquer ing arms o f  the
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w h i t e man a t l e s t . Some had been removed to Oklahoma

and the more r e l e n t l e s s had been fo rced t o seek refuge

i n t h e t r a c k l e s s w i l d s o f the Everg lade r , The A f r i c a n

p r i e s t saw no hepe f o r h i m s e l f i n f o l l o w i n g f u r t h e r

the f o r t u n e s o f w a r , He announced h i s i n t e n t i o n s to

h i e d r e t h e r s i n a r a s , made h i s n ine -days p r e p a r a t i o n

b e f o r e the day o f h i s b i g medic ine, stood be fo re h i s

sacred f i r e w i t h h i s s u p p l i g a t i o n and entered t h e lake

to w a i t the coming o f h ia k i n d as he p r e d i e t e d . Now

and then he assumes human form and l i v e s i n t h e v i l l a g e

and a b o u t . There i s a tremendousa l l n i g h t b e l l o w i n g

o f A l l i g a t o r s i n t h e l a k e when he r e t u r n s . Then the

v i l l a g e says , "Zhe B ig Ons has gone back home."

N e g r o e s l i k e a l l o t h e r e t h n o l o g i c a l g r o u p s h a v e

t h e i r m y t h i c a l c i t i e s and p l a c e s . These m e n t i o n e d h e r e

a r e w e l l - k n o w n i n F l o r i d a as w e l l a s o t h e r s t a t e s whe re

t h e f e l k - n e g r e e x i s t s .

?

Diddy -WaheD iddy

T h i s i s t h e l a r g e s t and b e s t known o f t he Negro

m y t h i c a l p l a c e s , I t s g e o g r a p h y i s t h a t i t i s * way o f f

s o m e w h e r e " . I t i s r e a c h e d by @ r o a d t h a t q u r v e s #0 mach

t h a t a mu le p u l l i n g a wagon-lLoad o f f o d d e r oan e a t o f f

t h e b a c k o f t h e wagon as he g o e s . I t 18 a p l a c e o f n o -

w o r k a n d n o w e r r y f o r man a n d b e a s t . A v e r y r e s t f u l

p l a c e w h e r e even t h e o u r b s t o n e s a r e good s i t t i n g - c h a i r s .

E s t e r e

'y

o r
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The food i s even a l r e a d y eooked, I f a t r a v e l l e r go ta

hungry a l l l ie needs t o de i s to s i t down on the Gurb-

stone a n d w a i t a n i soom he w i l l hear someth ing h e l l e r ~

ding "Ea t me} Kat mel Eat mes" and a d i g baked ehiockea

w i l l come a long w i t h a k n i f e and f o r k s t u c k i n i t s

s i d e s . He can eat a l l he wants and l e t the ch icken go

and i t w i l l go on to the n e x t ene t h a t needs something

t o e a t . By t h a t t ime a b i g deep sweet p o t a t o p i e i s

pushing and shoving t o g e t i n f r o n t o f t h e t r a v e l l e r

w i t h a k n i f e a l l e tuck up i n t h e midd le o f i t so he

j u n t c u t s a p iece o f f o f t h a t and so on u n t i l he f i a -

dahes h i s snack. Nobody ean ever e a t i t A l l u p , Ho

m a t t e r hew a t c h you e a t i t grows j u s t t h a t much f a s t -

e r . I t i s s a i d "Bverybody would l i v e i n Diddy-Wah-

?pPiddy 1 f 1¢ w a a n ' t ao hard t o f i n d and so hard t o g e t

t e a f t e r you even know the way. " E v e r y t h i n g i n on a

l a r g e s o a l e t h e r e , Even t h e dogs ean s t a n d f l a t - f o o t - 1

ed and L i ck oruubs o f f heaven's tab les , The biggeat ,

man there i g known as Moon-Regulator because he reaches

wp and s ta r t s and steps i t a t h i s convenience, That i s

why there are some dark nighta when the acon does not

shine a t a l l . He 414 not f e e l L ike p u t t i n g 1% out t h a t

n i g h t .

e l i t e aR a a a l e I a e e
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This i s the f a r t h e s t know poin t o f the imaginat ion,

I t t e away on the other side o f Tare L i t t l e i s known a -

bout the doings o f the people o f Zar because only one or

two have ever found t h e i r way back.

BELUYHATOHIE (BEHCLOO-THA-HATCHIE)

h i s i g t h e c o u n t r y whe re a l l u n p l e a s a n t d o i n g s and

s a y i n g s a r e f o r g o t t e n , I t i s a s o r t o f l a n d o f f o r g i v e -

nessa. When a woman t h r o w s up t o h e r man s o m e t h i n g t h a t

happened i n the p a s t (some a c t t h a t he has p e r p e t r a t e d

a g a i n s t h a p p i n e s s ) , he may m e r e l y r e p l y , " I t h o u g h t t h a t

w a s i n B e l u t h a h a t c h i e . * ( I t h o u g h t t h a t was f o r g i v e n

aml f e r g o t t e n . l o n g agoe) U n t e r o t h e r c i rcumstances one

p e r s o n may s a y - t o a n o t h e r , "Oh, t h a t s i n B e l u t h a h a t c h i e . "
?

?(That ie already forasten. Don't mention 4% I hold

noth ing a g a i n s t you . ) ?This place i s " the sea o f f o r g e t -

fulness Where nothing acy r i s e to accuse mo i n th i s w o r l d ,

n o r condemn me i n t h e j u d g m e n t . "

W k s ? H E L L

West H e l l i p t h e h o t t e s t and t o u g h e s t p a r t o f t h a t

The mos t d e s p e r a t e n a l e f a c t o r s a r e t h e

w h i o h t e some m i l e s

warm t e r r i t o r y .

o n l y ones condemned to West H e l l ,

u r

?

ee
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w e a t o f R e g u l a r H e l l , These s o u l s a r e changed t o r u b -

v e r c o f f i n g ao t h a t t h e y go b o u n c i n g t h r o u g h R e g u l a r

H e l l a n i o n to t h e i r d e s t i n a t i o n w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o be

oarried by attendants as the Devil does not Like to
send h i s imps i n t o West H e l l o f t e n e r t h a n i s a b s o l u t e l y

n e c e s s a r y . T h i a s u b u r b o f H e l l i a c e l e b r a t e d a s the

a p o t w h e r e t h e D e v i l . and B i g John De d o n q u e r o r had

t h e i r famous f i g h t s B i g John De C o n q u e r o r had f l o w n

t o H e l l on the back o f an eag le , had met the D e v i l ' s

daughters and f a l l e n i n l o v e w i t h t h e baby g i r l e h i l d ,

She agreed t o elope w i t h him and t h e y had s t o l e n the

D e v i l ' s famous p a i r o f horses t h a t went. hy the nane o f

Hallowed-Be-Thy-lNaené,.and Thy-Kingdom-Oome. When t he .

Dev i l , found o u t about i t he h i t ched up h i a e q u a l l y f a n -

ous jumping b i l l and went i n p u r s u i t . He o v e r t o o k t h e .

f l e e i n g l o v e r s i n West H e l l and they f o u g h t a l l o v e r

t h e p l a c e , 20 good & mam, 60 good a Gevi lg Bu t way

a f t e r w h i l e John tore o f f ene o f the D e v i l ' s arma and

pea t him, and m a r r i e d t h e D e v i l ' s daugh te r , But before

he l e f t H e l l he passed o u t i c e w a t e r t o everybody i n

the re , I f you d o n ' t b e l i e v e he done i t , j u s t go d o m

to H e l l and ask anybody there and they w i l l t e l l , you

a l l about i t . H e even tu rned t h e damper dom i n some

p a r t s o f h e l l so i t s @ whole l o t c o o l e r t h e r e now than

4 t used to dé. They even have to make a f i r e i n the

we n e l la 8 l t m t l h e e e e e e e R e emma a m a e ? ?

w e

oo

r



f i r e p l a c e i a the p a r l o r now on 000) s i g h t s i n t h e

W i n t e r t i n e , John 414 t h a t because he says h i a and

h i s w i f e expeot to go home t o see her f o l k s sone

t ime and he d o n ' t l i k e the house k e p t so h o t l i k e

t h e D e v i l has been keeping i t . And i f he go back

t h e r e and f i n d t h a t t h a t damper has been moved up

a g a i n he means t o t e a r up the whole job and t u r a

Weat H e l l i n t o an ice -house ,

HEAVEN

I n t h i s c i t y there i s the ce leb ra ted Sea o f Glass

where the ange ls go out to g l i d e every a f t e r n o o n f o r

t h e i r p l e a s u r e , There a r e many go lden s t r e e t s , b u t the

?two main a r t e r i e s o f t r a v e l are Amen S t r e e t , r unn ing

n o r t h and sou th , wh ich i s interavsoted r i g h t i n f r o n t

o f the th rone by H a l l e l u j a h Avenue runn ing f rom the east

s i d e o f Heaven to the wes t , A l l o f the s t r e e t s are a

p l e a s u r e t o wa l k on, t a t H a l l e l u j a h Avenue and Anen

S t r e e t are " t uned " s t r e e t s , They p lay tunes when they

are walked upon, ?They do n o t p lay any p a r t i o u l e r o r

se t tunes , ?They p lay whatever tunes the f e e t e f the

w a l k e r p l a y s as he s t r u t s . A l l o f the shoes have songs

i n them t00 - Everybody 's shoes sing solace, g o l d o , |

g o l m@, #01 do, as they wa l k up and down i n Heaven.

T e r u m o r i s t h a t t h e r e a r e no more Negroea i n Heavens
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} God used to l e t thea go there i n great numbers, but (

7 one Negro ease there who could not wa i t u n t i l 014

. G a b r i e l showed him how to f l y . He was so eager to

use h i s new wings t h a t he took o f f ove r Heaven and

g 0 t #0 cooky h e t r i e d to f l y . a g e s s God's nose. He

f e l l and t o r e down a l o t o f God's b ig g o l d and Jewe l -

lead hanging lemps and knooked over seve ra l e f those

b i g golded up vases t h a t are a tand ing a l l o v e r Heaven,

When he g o t th rough f a l l i n g , down and break ing up,

God j u s t g a v e h im a l o o k a n d G a b r i e l knew d u s t w h a t

t o d o . He w e n t to t h e Negro and r i p p e d o f f h i s w i n g s ,

He t o l d , t h e d e s t r u s c t i o n - m a k e r ?gays, " And i t w i l l be

ae eweo wo eeeo e

& long, long, time before you get anymore wings too , "

| ?The Negro to l d Gabr ie l , " I d o n ' t care i f I never g e t

no more, I sure was a f l y i n g foo l when I had 'em,"

So since tha t t i n e they have been mighty ca re fa l up

[ ?there and some f o l k s say tha t no more Negroes have

? q u a l i f i e d as ye ts .

|

j

On Route #17 n o r t h o f J a c k s o n v i l l e t h e w h i t e o m e r

o f @ l a r g a barbeque stand has named Ale p l a c e Diddy-Wah-

D iddy . He sa id he 41d i t becauge he Was always h e a r i n g ~?

the Negroes around there t a l k i n g about t h i s m y t h i c a l

p l a c e o f good t h i n g s t o e a t , e a p e c i a l l y t h e barbeque.

So he though t t h a t i t would prove a good t i t l e .

" a

J
_ 4 ee t s a e e eecee a l o n e S e t »
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/ W e l l , i t s on orossways . Every e t h e r f i s h got h i s t a l l on s t r a i g h t b u t

de porpoise. His i s on orossways and bent down l i k e d is . (He bent down the

bo f ingera of h i e l e f t hand sharply from h i s k n u c k l e s . )

De r e a s o n f o r d a t i s , God made de w o r l d a n d de s k y and de b i r d s and

¢ - e n i m a l s and de f i s h e s . He Z i n i s h e d o f f de s t a r s a n d de t r e e s . Den He nade

and S a y s , "NowSun, 4h done made everything but Time and ah want you to make

?dat. 4h made dat gold t rack f o r you t o g i t on i t and go ?round de world g u s '

as fas? as you k i n stave i t and de t ime i t take you to go and come 4h'm go in te r

@all i t ?dey and ' n i g h t . *

?

. @ g o l d t r a c k o l e a r ? round de w o r l d and g r e a s e d i t and c a l l e d de g u n t o H i n . |

So he s a y s , " B ' l i e v e A h ' A l t a k e d e t t r i p a r o u n d de w o r l d n y s e l f . *

'

|

€

D e p o r p o i s e w a s s t a n d i n ? ? r o u n d a n d h e a r d G o d w h e n H e s p o k e t o d e s u n . |

. 2 .

So de sun l i t out and de porpoise took out. Him and Himl ?Round de world < |

l i k e t y s p l i t ?

. we

So de p o r p o i s e bea t de sun ?round de w o r l d by an hou r and t h r e e m inu tes .

Yr When God s e e n d a t He s h o o k H i s h e a d a n d s a y s , *Unh, huh? D i s a i n t g o i n t e r

do. Ah never meant f o r no th in? t o be f a s t e r than de eun,®
~

Seall nSie:

? So He t o o k o u t b e h i n d d a t po rpo ise and r u n h i a f o r t h r e e d a y s a n d n i g h t s

n e b e f ! H e o v e r t o o k h i m . B u t when He d i d k e t o h d a t o l e p o r p o i s e He g r a b b e d h i n

+s

b y d e t a i l a n d s n a t o h e d i t o f f a n d s e t i t b a c k o n o r o s s w a y s t o g l o w h i m u p . H e

g a n t b e a t d e s u n n o m o ! b u t ? h e ? s d e n e x t f a s t e s t t h i n g i n d e w o r l d .

4
?

Everybody laughed one o f those blow-out laughs, so Maok Ford se id :

* \ $Mah l y i n ' done g o t good t o me, so dhm g o i n t e r t e l l yuh how come de dawg

h a t e s f e o a t .

a o n e '

T O T U F E T Z eka B B R A R Ge e c c o o m :



De dog and de eat used t o l i v e next door to ene ?nother a n d b o t h o f ?en

loved ham. v e r y time they g i t a ehawe they?d buy a s l i c e o f han,

One t ime both o f em got hold o f a 11°21 ex t ry change se ds dog a l d te

de eat , o i s Cat, we both got a l i t l money, and i t would be f i n e a t t o f e f us

eoald buy « han apleees Bat nei ther qne o f us a i n t got enoughtnbney to tay

a whele han by curselves, @hy dont we put cup money together and w y u s e han

togetherst®
( " .

\

esw r i g h t , Brer Dawg. T*omorrer begin? Sat*day, l e ' s we go t o t o m e n d

1 g i t cutselves a has," mS AY

| So de nextday dey wentt o townand boughtde has. stay t e n t tank 20

; convenience sotheyhad t o walkandto te i t . De dang toted i t , f i r s t and he

| o o waidash e walkedu p de roadwidd e henover h i s shealdersy, sOures Ours!?

Our h i n t At
. 5

: - e w e n e 6 t e t a e t t e m t fhe said, tay her, By

- v a i wynase Deng tasrd a r ta t h e l d etyn o t h i n ? ?

f g 0

i . é / nen de dog took 1 agin he says, ?Ours, cure, our hemi" Cat toted i t

/ t n d saya, *Myhamy,ny hae,? 4

| Dawg says, "Sis Cat , how come you keep on gay in ' "My han! ?when you totes

e a r meat . Ah a lways say ?Ourh a n f *

De C a t d i d n t t u r n h i n mo answer, b u t e v e r y s i n e s h e t o t e s d e han m e t a

s a y *My ham? and evo ry t i n e de dang t o t e d i t h e ' d s a y t o u r s .

When they was almost hone, de eatw a s o o r r i a t de han ?and a l l o f a sudden

g h e springu p a t r e e end s e t up t home a t i n t up dehan, fo tong 214 a n i De

| gould to atop her, but he couldnt e l i m and so hec o a l én do nothint wat b a r ,

* . . 2

, .

?

. r

. .

. ?ole ot
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keg,Weer
_ h e l e s t a l l d e e t h e r s . S o h e went back a f t e r ane the r l o a d .

cr

a |
e t n é

D a t he t e l e de e a t , "You up d a t t r e e eatin? a l l de hem, and sh cant g i t t o 4

yous D u t whenyou comedew Ahmge in te r mke you t a k e d i s Ind ian A ive r fo r

wh dus ty road,*

_ O l e D e v i l l e c k e d aroundh e l l e n e d a y a n d seen h i s p l a c e was s h o r t e f

Relp 20 h e t h o u g h t he'd r a n u p t o Hebdeno n d k i d n a p someange ls t o keep t h i n g s

ruanin? €421 h e g e t r e i n f e r e e z e n t sf r o n Miani .

| Well, he slippedu p on ag r e a t crowdo f angels o n de outskir tso f Hebsn

and s tu f fed a eeuple e f thousand i n h i s mouth, a few handredunder cash a r n

and w e a p p e dh i s t a i l ?reundanethertheusandandda r tedofftowards h e l l .

Whea h e w a s f l y i n ? l o w e v e r d e e a r t h l o o k i n ? f e r a please t o l e n d , a m n

l o c k e d u p a n d s e e n d e D e v i l a n d a s t ? i n , " O l e D e v i l , a h s e e y o u g o t a l e a d

o f angels, I s you goin? bask f o r mo?® %

" Devil opened his mouth andte le "im, "Yeah,*anda l l de 119}angelsflew

out his mou and went onbaskt e Hebdens W h i l ehewas tryin? t e keteh ?en

H e was f l y i n ? l o w a n d de samemen seenh i m and says, " O l e D e v i l , sh

s e e y o u g o t a n o t h e r lead u h a n g e l s ,

<Ar e

D e v i l moddedh i s head a n d said *unhhunh,® end d a t ' sw h y w e s a y i t t o d a y .

soeccesvcqocreves ? }

I t was s lavery t i n e , Zora, when Big Sixteen was a mn, They c a l l e d t im

Sixgeen ?oause dat was de nusber o f de shoe he wore, He was b i g and strong

and Old Massa looked t o h i m t e do everyth ing, .  f

* . _ . . 7 . i d
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SnendT SAETSE I TI IE EIIEICES T IATEae yR yN EO Ot t et eeeye

seeahabeafmdoe

1 i e

O n e d a y O l e M a s s e s a i d , " B i g S i x t e e n , A h d * l i e w e s h w a n t y o u t o n o v e

d e m o i l i s 4 h h a d h e w e d o u t d e w n i n d e s w a m p . "

*Z yaseuh, Massa,*

DAs S i x t o o n w o n t d o w n i n d e evamp a n d p l o k e d u p dem L t x 1 8 ' sa n d b r o u g h t

*em e n u p t o d e h o u s e a n d s t a c k ?on, We e n e m a n a i n t n e v e r t o t e d a 1 2 x 1 2 b e f o !

n e r s i n c e ,

& C l e M a s s a s a i d o n e d a y , " d e f e t e hi n d e m i l e s . 4 h w a n t t o l o o k?en

everest

B i g Sixteen wont e n down to d e pas tu re a n d caughtd e n mi les b yd e b r i d l e

b a t t h e y w a s c o n t r a r y a n d b a l k y a n dh e t o r e d e b r i d l e s t o p leses p u l l i n ? o n

"eu , 00 he pleked ene c f ?omu p under cach a r u a n d brought ?enu p t o O l d Ihsse .

H e s a y s , * B g Skztoamy 1f you i n t a t e p a t e o f belly m a l e s poe b n

do any th ing . Ton k i n eatehd e D e v i l .

* T a s e a h , a h k i a , A f y o u g i t me a n inespound hammer a n d a p i c k a n d a

s h o v e l $ * . é

OleMassagot Sixteen dethingsheest for undtele 'imte go ahead

a n d b r i n g h i m d e D e v i l ,

B i x S i x t e e nwent out i n front ofd e houseandwontt e diggin?. \He -:

was diggin? nearly a month befo! he got where he wanted, Then hetook h is

hammer and wext and knocked on de Devil's door, Degil answered de door ,

h i s s e l f , \

et h o d a t o u r d e r e ? ? [

" I t s B ig S ix teen . *



SRR229e eeneengR lSteneeeeee

|a lsalad.S ER RT ia tSinBilinT ot tiSettealnnnL aae

"What yeu want?® ,

?Wanta have a werd wid you f e r a minutes!

Seen as de Devi l poked h i s head eat de decor, Sixteen l a m e d h i s o v e r ée

head wid dat hamer and pieked ?im up and ca r r i ed ?im back te Old Masse.
a

Old Masna?Leoked at do dead Devil and hollered, "Take dat ugly thing

twayfromhere, quick? 4h d i d n t f h i n kyou'dketeh de Devil she ?miff.*

$o S i x t e e n picked up d e D e v i l a n d throwed ?imdack dom d e h o l e .

Way after while, Big Sixteen diedandwent up te Hedeme Bat Peter looked

at h i mand t o l e ?imt e g'wan ?wayf r on dere. He wast e e powerful. Hemight

g i t euteorderand there wouldnt benobody t o handle?in. But hehadt o ge

sonewhere so he wenton t e he l l .

Soon a s h e g o t t e d e gate deD e v i l ' s e h i l d r e n was playin? i n é s y a r d

and they seen ?ima n d r u n i n d e house, says, t a m a , mamaf D a t man?s out dere

dat k i i t papa?.

Se she c a l l e d *im ind e house and s h e tde door. When Sixteengot .there

ghe handed * i na 1 1 ° ) pleseo f f i r e end sa id , *Yeu aint cemin' i n here. Here,

saked i s h o t c o a la n d gtwane f f eads t a r t you ah e l l u h y o ! emmy!

se whenyou seo a Jack O'Lanterai n doweeds at night you new i t 's Big

Sixteen wid his plese of fire leckin? for ap l e s ete gee ,

S O s o G n e r e e

Well, one Christzas tine, God was goin? to Palatka, he Devil was in de

neighborhood toe and seen God goin? leng a6 big road, so be amped behind a

= *
°¢

Atle



stump and h i d . e t da t he was skeered uh God, b u t he wanted t o c i t a

C h r i s t a a s p r e s e n t e a t a dod b u t he d i d n t wanta g i v e God n o t h i n ? .

S e he s q u a t t e d dow b e h i n d t h i s s t u m p t i l l G e d come a l e n g o n d t h e n h e

Samped up and sa id , Chr istmas g i f t fe

!

God j u s t looked back ever his shoulder end sa id , *Take de East Coast,*

end k e p t o n w a l k i n ? . And d a t ' s w h y w e g o t s t o r m s e n d s k e c t e r s« i t s de

D e v i l ' s p r e p e r t y .

. _ I should mention i t i s aoustemi n t h e deep Seuth f e r t h e children t e go

out Christess morning *eatohing"® people by saying *Christuas g i f t . " The one

who sayait f i r a t gets a present from the other. The adults usually prppare

f e r t h i s b y p r o v i d i n g p l e n t y e f ha rd candy, t s , e s s e m t s , f r u i t s and t h e l i k e .

S They never t r y t o ea toh t h e n e i g h b o r ' s e h i l d r e nb u t l e t thense lves be sanght .

"Whe a l l k n o w what u h squ ineho w l i s ? F r a s i e r l i t o a t . ?Nan, w h o y o u

r e o k o n i t i s , d e n t know w h a t d a t b a d l u c k t h i n g i s ? * OGbr i s tophe r J e n k i n s

a s k e d . ?°Sign wh d e a t h e v e r y t i m e y o u h e a r o n e R o l l e r i n r e a n d y o ' h e u s e , Ah

s h o o t s eve ry one 4h k i n f i n d . *

®You k i n s t o p ?em w i t h e u t shoot in? ?em. Jus? t i e u h l o e s ek n o t i n a h

s t r i n g and e v e r y t i m e he h o l l e r you p u l l de kno t uh l i l b i t t i g h t e r , Pa t

chokes ?im, Keep on you chok ?im tuh dea th . Go e u t doors nex! mawnin and

l o o k shround y o u ' l l f i n d uh dead ow l round dere somewhere.* Said Mah Honeys

® A ) 1 y o u n e e d t u h d o i s t u r n s o m e t h i n ? w r o n g s i d e o u t u d s , p a l l o f f y o '

e c a t a n d t u r n i t o r e l s e y o u k i n t u r n u h p o o k e t . * C a r r i s J o n e s a d d e d . " M e ,
4

A h a l w a y s p u l l e f f u h s t o o k i n ? e n d t a r n i t . D a t a l w a y s d r i v e s t i m o f f . ®
eo«

? N

? . a 4 ,
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" T h r e w seme s a l t e n d e l a n p o r e t i e k u h r u s t y f o r k i n d e f l o o r w i l l d o d e

eane t h i n g , I n f a c t i t e de b e s t o f a l l ; s b mean de s a l t i n de l a m p , X o t h i n !

e v i l c a n t s t a n d s a l t , l e t a l o n e b u r n i n ? s a l t . ® ;

Mew Or leans { s new and has everbeen t h e heodoo e a p i t a l o f Amer ioa, Grea t

Hames i n r i t e s t h a t v i e w i t h t h o s e e f H a y t i i n deeds t h a t keep a l i v e t h e

eeyin

p o w e r so f A f r i c a ,

te?

Heodee, or Voodoo, as prensuneed by the whi tes, i s burning w i th a f l a s e

f n America, w i t h a l l the i n t e n s i t y e f a suppressed r e l i g i o n , I t has i t s

thousands o f secret adherents. I t adapts i t s e l f l i k e C h r i s t i a n i t y t o i t s l o s a l e ,

rec la iming some o f i t s borrowed sheras te r i s t ios to i t s e l f , Sach as f i r e -

worship as s i g n i f i e d in the C h r i s t i a n Charoh by the a l t e r and the candles. And

AECARRYPE,a ee e

*

the be l ie f i n the power of water to sanetify as i n baptism,

Bel ie f in magie i s elder then wri t ing. 80 nebody kmows how i t started. i

The w a ywet é l ] i t , hoodoo started way beek therebefereevery th ing . Six

days o f magic spel lsand mightywords endt h e wor ldw i t h i t s elements abovea n d

below wesm d e . Andnew, Godi s leaningback tak ing aseventh day r e s t . When

t h e e i g h t h day cones around, H e ' l l s t a r t t e makingnewagain.

i ,

Mangan't made unt i l areundhalfepast five en the sixth day, #0 he

ean'tknow hewa n y t h i n gwas dene, Kingdens crushedanderuabledwh i l s t man

went gazing up i n t e t h e s k y and downi n t o t h e hellows o f t h e ear th t r y i ng to

eatehGodworking with His hands se he could f ind out His seerets and learn

he

how t o sccomplish and do. But no man ye t has seen God"s hand, ner ye t h i s

f i n g e r - n a i l s , A l l t hey eould know was t h a t God made everything to pass and A

per ish except stones. dod made stones f o r memory, He bui lds a mountain Him- p e / .

s e l f when He wants th ings not f o rgo t . Then His vojoe da poerd i n Fusb l ing [

e a e



j u d g m e n t .

Moses was the f i r s t man who everlearned Ged?s poweresompelling words and

i t t o o k h i m f o r t y y e a r s t e l e a r n t e n words. Se he madet e n plaguse a n d t e n

} commandments. D u t God gave h i m M i s r e d f o r ap r e s e n t , a n d showedh i m t h e back

M e e s e v e r wou ldh a v e s teed b e f o r e t h e Burn ing Bush i f h e h a d n e t mar r i ed
a ,irn

he t e o k Moses e n d crewed h i n e n d t a u g h t h i n , S e Moses passed e n beyond

p e r t of Hisg lo ry . Thentoo , Moses could walk out of the s i g h t ofman, Dut

Jethro?s daughter, Jethre was a great heedco man, Jethro could t e l l Moses
ear ry

e 0 u l d / p o w e ra s s o o n a s he s a wh i m , I n f e s th e f e l t h i m coming. Therefore,

Je th re w i t h h i s rod , He l i f t e d i t up a n d t o r e an a t i o n o u t o f Pharach 's s ide

| h i e m o u t h , T h e snakeh a d t e l d h i m God 'smak ing words, T h e w r d s o f doing

andthe wordse f obedience, Many « manth inkshe i s making somethingshen
| b e f s on ly e h a n g i n gth ingsaround. ButGed let M o s e smakes dadthen Moses

had so mashpowerh e made.the eightwinged angels spl i t open « mountaint o

buryhimi n g endshutu p t h e holebebindtheme

?q thousand mill ion Leuven of ordinary ments writing souléa?t te l ) what

ee, Moses s a i d . ?1

f

i
A .

e f even ene e f Moses?t e n wards. BeseuseMosesmade ana t i onand a book,

. Thenwhent h e meonh a d dragged athousand t i d e s behind he r , Solomon

{
t

and therefore she gane to talk with Solomon and hear hin}

The Qaeen ef Sheba was an Ethiopian just l ike Tothroy withpower

tanequal te man, Sho didnt have to deny herself ¥ i ive gold te tetohon.
-

e e ~~ t o w e w e g e v e w e s e wow o r e

|
? and Pharach eouldn"t help himself, Moses talked withthe snake that lives in

ehole r i g h t underGod's feotorest, Moseshadf i r e i n h is headend acloud i n

Andeversinget h e dayso f Moses, Kingshavobeen to t ing reds for as ign

e f power, But i t ' smost ly shamyelish deceasenok i n ghasever had the power

was aman, S o Sheba, fom h e r s o u n t r ywheres h ew a s , f e l t h i m sarry ingpower



h e

She had gold-making words, But she was t h i r s t y and the eountry where she

l i v e d was dry to her mouth, So she l i s t ened t o her t a l k i n g r i ng and went

to see Solomon, and the fean ta in i n h i s garden quenehed her t h i r s t , |

Se she made Solomon wise and gave him her t a l k i n g r ings And Solomon

w a l l t a roomw i t h a secret d o o r a n d e v e r yd a y h e s h u t h i m s d f i n s i d e a n d

l i s t e n e dt o h i s r i n g . S o h e w r o t e downt h e r i n g - t a l k i n beeks.

T h a t i s w h a t t h e o l d ones s a l d i n a n e l e n t t i n e s a n d we t a l k i t a g a i n e

I t w a s w a y back t h e r e « t h e e l d f o l k s t e l d i t - t h a t Raw-Head- ind -

B loody -Benes had r e a c h e d d o w a n d l a i d h e l d o f t h e t a p r o o t t h a t p o i n t s

t o t h e c e n t e ro f t h e w o r l d . A n d t h e y t a l k e d a b o u t H i g h Walke r t e e , B u t

t h e y t a l k e d i n p e o p l e ' s language and nobody knew them b u t t h e o l d f o l k s .

Nobody knows f o r sure how many thousands i n Amer ica are wapmed by

t h e f i r e o f t h e hoodoo, because the worsh ip i s bound i n see repy . I t i s

n o t the accepted t h e o l o g y o f the N a t i o n and so b e l i e w r s conceal t h e i r

f a i t h , B r o t h e - f r o m s i s t e r , husband f rom w i f e , Nobody ean say where i t

degins o r ends. Mouths dont empty themselves unless the ears are sympe-

t h e t i e and knowing.

That i s why these voodoo r i t u a l i s t i o orgies e f Broadway and popular

L i e t i o n are s0 laughable, The profound si lense o f the i n i t i s t e d remains

w h a t i t 1s. Hoodoo i s n o t drumb e a t i n g a n d danc ing. ? T h e r ea r e n o moon-

w o r s h i p p e r s among t h e Negroes i n A m e r i c a s

;

Once S is Gat g o t hong ry and oaugh t h e r s e l f a r a t a n d s e t h e r s e l f down

t o e a t ? i n . ?Rat t r i e d and t r i e d t o g i t loose bu t : Cat was too f a s t and

,

ss,

R e



f ? ? H e

o f ? .

| ~ / s t rong. 0 jus® a s d e ent s t a r t e d t o e a t " i ah e s a y s , * H o l ?on d e r e , S i s

/ Gat$ A i n t y o u g t n o m a n n e r sa t a l l ? os gv ing s e t up tod e f a b l e a n d ont
aE

* theutwash ing ye" fase and handst® *

. Bis Gatw a s a l g n t y hongry be t s h e h a t e f o r der e t t o t h i n k she a i n t

. g o t n o maners, a0 s h e w e n t t o d e w a t e r a n d washed h e r face end hands a n d

when she got daek de r a t was gone.

a e ? ? ; / ~

n e S o d e ea t caughth e r s e l f ar a t a g a i n and s e t downt o ea t . B o de r a t.

. s a i d , ?Where's yo? manners a t , S i s Cat? Youg o i n gt e eat ? theu twash ing

y e * f a c e and hands?®

" 0h , Ah g o t p l e n t y manners, d e c a t t e l d ? i m . ? B a t sh o a t s meh d i n n e r

and washes mah face a n d u s e s mah mannersa f t e r w a r d s . * %e s h e e t r i g h ton

i m a n d washed h e r face a n d hands. Ande a t * s deen washin?a f t e r e a t i n ? e v e r

sinee.

speak a .

l i g t t N ~ * t l s~ o e

G S R y u o o Cs w e * i y \ ,

o m n e sen e e e e . a
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Wisp t e y ( 4 Vou y e t

fom vide faye G o r d " o l G e a a w T a u edo o f 6

B a y u l oO o f a ow a e ?

\2 O u t ,

I e bap m o o t d e n . ot

1 ?

a o d i e w w u o u t ! doa od s u t o p mol t i s ale as

n e o t h a t c h e e f f .

Ho S i o l e do s t y 0

y u c r e u l ! ' L f o t i e s e b " , s o n .

Bo Sc b e s o db e a h a c i e t e

a s v u ?s is tas t e s t a ' n i d s e n g a d a t s o f u l @ l a t a s

te .

t e n ' hee ?

t a k da t

s i m s g han Ns
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? F R A T E R N I T I E S T O O ! ?

W H O ' S W H O I N T H I S I S S U E

S P E C I A L A R T I C L E S

Th is A g e of O u r s

A Sol i loquy

D i rec to rs o f a Race

L I T E R A R Y

T o a W e t T ree ( P o e m ) A n n L a w r e s c y

Rain ( P o c m ) F r a n c i s X . H o r s e

Under the Br idge ( S t o r y ) Zoaa N. Hvuastoy

On Seeing T w o B r o w n Boys in a Catho-
l i c Church ( P o e m ) F r a n c i s X . H o a x e

T h e Whi te Cock E v t a u r e Spence

C h i l d ( P o e m ) F r a x c t s X . H o r s e
C H A P T E R N E W S

T h e Cracker B o x

O N T O B A L T I M O R E

S i x t h A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n

w i t h

A l p h a G a m m a C h a p t e r H o s t e s s

D E C E M B E R 27-30, 1925

The Programme includes
27?Registration

7 P M : Officers? Meeting
28~Opening Session

5-7 P.M: Card Party
8 P.M.: Public Meeting

J a u s s Ho H o n e n e

Ina D a A. R e w

C u a a t s s D. M a r t i x

W i s o x a n t W . Haavey

N a e A B e a n sys
National Presitent

Convention days are drawmy near and these
are ever so many loose ends to check ap! This

has been a good vear- we have come 4 tong wae
and [T hope sou feel that we have accompleslicd
some few things

Do we know one another any better ?are we
developing into finer, broader women, are we ching
ing to those ideals that have alwass been a part
of our true Zeta spirit? What has vour influence
been upon friends, home and commuinty?

C H R I S T M A S A N D C O N V E N T I O N

T I M E

The Yuletide season is approaching and w i t h
tt comes the spirit. of good wilt, of enthusiastic
reactions, of untir ing efforts to broadcast joy.
What is more fit t ing than to have Convention
Days when one is so enthused

T h e E d i t o r i a l S t a f f sends h e a r t i e s t g r e c t i n g s
and hest w ishes t o her Sorors . W e are s i n c e r e l y
s t r i v i n g t o make Z e t a a s t r o n g a n d t e l l i n g force
in t h i s c o m m u n i t y

W e feel t ha t our success is due l a r g e l y t o y o u r
splendid c o - o p e r a t i o n and to the s i n c e r i t y w e have
s h o w n each other .

E D I T O R I A L S

? S o m e t i m e s T shu t t he d o o r on a l l t he w o r l d
A n d g o alone t o tha t m o s t seeret p lace
W h e r e t h e r e is o n l y God.

J u s t God and I f T h e r e
T o g e t h e r w e g o o v e r s u b t l e a c t s

M i s t a k e s and s m a l l hypo: es of m i n e ,
I s t r i p m y s e l f f r o m s h a m e a n d s h a c k l e s f r e e

A n d s t a n d a g h a s t a t m y d u p l i c i t y .

A n d w h i l e T feel it o f t e n h a r d to b e a r

T h e b u r n i n g of God 's k n o w i n g eyes o n me,
a r ; 29?Business Session I [cel me stronger grow just from their gaze

G A M M A Z E T A , Shreveport, L a . o? s u e 8 P.M.?Format And my nakedness it seems to me is clothed
* a . To raiment new that is most wondrous faire C

D E L T A Z E T A , Buffalo, N . Y . . 30?Busingss Session When next I venture for th?Sincer i ty

Ve 8 P M : Banquet Ts the gift that God in secret gave to me.?

a e

giek
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T h e X - R a y
Of ic ia l O r g a n o f Zeta Phi Beta Society

Published T w i c e a Year.

V O L . I. D E C E M B E R , 1926 No. I I L

T h e o b j e c t of t h i s publ icat ion is to help Zeta u p
the h i l l ; t o insp i re &mer womanhood , to cacourage
c o o p r r a t n e t h i n k i n g ond ac t ing , and to be o f d i s -
f ine! service t o each Soror , I t 1s planncd so as t o
te l l in one comi inc ing glance the whole d r a m a t i c
s to ry o f Zeta Ph i Beta.

W I N O N A H W. H A R V E Y - - - E d i t o r

R U T H H O D G E S - - - «tssociate E d i t o r

L I L L I A N R. S M I T H - Manag ing E d i t o r

T H E C O N V E N T I O N N U M B E R

C O N T E N T S

A r t Contr ibut ions -  - 3. Maleolm Dodson

Ed i t o r i a l Wander ings = - - - T h e Ed ' to r

A Letter to You - - - Venetia E. Nichol»

Chapter News - - - - Chapter Edi tors
?This end That?? - - - - - Reviewers

S P E C I A L A R T I C L E S

H i s t o r y o f Zcta Ph i Beta - A r i zona 1.. Cleaver

Oppe r tun i t y - + - - + L y d i a R. Mason

When the Pendulum Swings B a c k

W i n o n a h W . Ha rvey
Zora Neale H u r s t o n?Spears? + - + + =

?The Cracker B o x "

ae p

om 4 nea i f i f te
COLDS TAAL ALSO [ A N P ]|

or
me

A L E T T E R T O Y O U

M y D e a r S o r o r s :

[ h i s m o n t h w e are m a k i n g an a t t e m p t to reach y o u
t h r o u g h the X - R a y . W e a r e very happy indeed to
make o u r o f f i c ia l o r g a n o u r m e d i u m .

w i s h t o a s k you t o accept o u r s incere
loyal s u p p o r t and h e a r t y c o - o P -

e ra t i on g iven last year . T o o u r E x - N a t i o n a l P r e s i -
dent, S o r o r Buchanon , h e r cabinet , to P r e s i d e n t
Lew is , to the Genera l B o a r d , t o the v a r i o u s C h a p t e r s
and ta the i n d i v i d u a l S o r o r s w h o h a v e e x t e n d e d

cour tesy and kindness, w h o have c o - o p e r a t e d w i t h us
in any w a y t o m a k e Z e t a P h i [ i c t a a success In b e h a l f

of the Genera l B o a r d , we w i s h to g i v e y o u m a n y ,

many t h a n k s .
D e a r S o r o r s , | am m a k i n g a n appea l t o each and

every one o f you f o r t he p r o m p t p a y m e n t o f G e n e r a l
Ducs. A l s o bear in m i n d the t a x o f t w e n t y - f i v e
$ 2 3 . 0 0 ) do i la rs per c h a p t e r f o r t he G e n e r a l scho l -
arship. C o n s i d e r it an i n v e s t m e n t in the m o u l d i n g
o f F i n e r W o m a n h o o d . In the f ina l ana lys is th is 1s
the o n l y k i n d o f i nves tmen t w e can make t h a t w i l l

l ive d o w n t h r o u g h the ages. Zeta P h i Beta i s go-
ing on and u p w a r d and is a s s u m i n g an i n c r e a s i n g l y
i m p o r t a n t p lace in the l i f e o f t he A m e r i c a n N e g r o .

T h e p r o g r a m o f o u r S o r o r i t y s h o u l d no t b e he ld
u p because o f a f e w do l la rs . W e are sure tha t e v e r y
S o r o r wants to be a p a r t o f o u r sp lend id p r o g r a m .
W e want n o de l i nquen t l i n k s in our cha in , a n d e v e r y
l i n k m u s t r e m a i n .

I t is expected tha t every chapte r w i l l pay u p the
dues one h u n d r e d per cent, and no t o n e c h a p t e r w i l l
come up w i t h o u t i t s q u o t a o f t he s c h o l a r s h i p f u n d .

Le t those w h o are g r a d u a t i n g t h i s year as w e l l as
those w h o have been ou t o f schoo l f o r a y e a r o r so
and have become de l i nquen t , bear in m i n d t h a t a
Zeta g i r l ' s greatest d u t y to Z e t a Ph i Be ta begins a f t e r
she leaves schoo l and b e g i n s h e r life?s w o r k ou t i n
the wor ld) Please pay u p y o u r dues.

Remember , w h e n Z e t a ca l l s we ' l l a n s w e r one a n d
all. Zeta is call ing.

F i r s t w e
g r a t i t u d e f o r t he

S i s t e r l y y o u r s ,

V E N E T I A E. N I C H O L S ,

N a t i o n a l F i n a n c i a l S e c r e t a r y .

ry
i .

ren Say o a n

pay r o F a o
B I Z ? LAY S o r e

UA

= m e -o m e ee ae



4 4 4 2



T E L L

M Y

H O R S E
VOOD0O& LIFE IN HAITI & JAMAICA

Zora Neale Hursto



A S C E N D I N G T H E SACRED W A T E R F A L L S AT SAUT D'EAU
PHILADELPHIA =NEW YORK

J. B. L I P P I N C O T T C O M P A N Y
LONDON TORONTO



ie

] C O P Y R I G H T , 1 9 3 8 , B Y

l ZORA N E A L E H U R S T O N

T O
CARL V A NV E C H T E N

I M A D E I N T H E Gop?s IMAGE OF A FRIEND

/ U N I T E D STATES

OF A M E R I C A

'
\

'
i
t

i



One of the most complete collections of American

negro folklore that has ever been published forms
/ Part 1. Authentic descriptions of the weird hoodoo
practices as carried on by negroes in the South
today composes Part Il

M U L E S  A N D  M E N

By Zora Neale Hurston

Author of "Jonah's Gourd Vine"

Foreword by Dr. Franz Boas
of Columbia University

Illustrated by Covarrubias

Zora Hurston has made here probably the
greatest and most sympathetically recorded
collection of Negro folklore in the world
(we say "folklore" but in this book B
Moseley called them "big old lies we tell
when we're jus' sittin' around here on the
store porch doin' nothin'"). And tall lies
they are about men 'so black till they
have to throw a sheet over their heads
so de sun kin rise every mornin'." In-
cluded in the first part are folk-tales,
typical sermons by colored preachers and
a number of negro songs with complete
musical accompaniment - the famous
"John Henry," "East Coast Blues" and
"Mule on De Mount." In the second
section the author's equally exhaustive
first-hand study of the hoodoo practices
of the Southern darky is clearly evident.
She explains the origin of hoodoo, de-
scribes the weird practices and rituals of
the famous Marie Leveau of New Orleans,
her successor and many other hoodoo doc-
tors. No more vivid atmosphere could be
created as a background for this authentic
material, no more intimate facts could lie
told, than those which Miss Huston
brings to us here ? herself a member of
the richly imaginative race about which

she writes.



SOME REVIEWS
OF ZORA NEALE HURSTON'S PREVIOUS BOOK

" M u l e s  a n d  M e n "

"An excellent piece of reporling in an infectiously interesting
style." - New York Herald Tribune.

"In Zora Neale Hurston's book 'Mules and Men' you are pub
lishing a distinct contribution.The author worked in a field
where she was welcome and brought forth a wealth of bright
new material. It is a bold and beautiful book, many a page
priceless and unforgettable." - Carl Sandburg.

"But no advantage of skin or blood could have produced the
book which Miss Hurston brought back from the gay wooling
of Florida s lumber camps and the tawdry rituals off the little
sinister streets in New Orleans's Vieux Carre. Only an ability
to write, a rare conjunction of the sense of the ridiculous and
the sense of the dramatic, could have produced this remarkable
collection of Negro folk tales and folk customs.

?The Saturday Review of Literature.

"It's a grand book, full of the most fascinating lore."
- Carl Van Vechten.

"It seems to me Zora Neale Hurston's latest volume, Mules and
Men, is taking down, at first hand, a hitherto unrecorded body
of folk tales and voodoo rituals from her own people in Florida
and in New Orleans. The tall tales are delightful and hoodoo
rites are uncanny in their dramatic power. The volume seems
to me of incalculable value to the folk-lorists, and a real adven-
ture to anyone interested in the vivid vernacular of Negro life
in the deep South. It is an authentic record, interpreted with
imagination and uncanny dramatic feeling

- Frederick H. Hoch, Kenan Professor of Dramalic
Literature, Universily of North Carolina.

J .  B .  L I P P I N C O T T  C O M P A N Y
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J o ua Y l o a l e S a x t o n

B A R N A R D C O L L E G E c o n s i d e r s Z o r a N e a l e H u r s t o n , a n t h r o -
p o l o g i s t , r e s e a r c h s t u d e n t a b d e r F r a n z D o a z ( t h e w o r l d ? s

m o s t f a m o u s a n t h r o p o o g i s t ) , a u d n o v e l i s t , a m o n g i t s m o s t
v u s t a n d i n g g r a d u a t e s . A n d w e l l t h e y m i g h t . N o t o n l y is she
t h e f i r s t N e v r o g r a d u a t e o f t h a t f a m o u s a n d e x c l u s i v e c o l l e p e
b u t w a s t h e f i r s t c o l o r e d w o m a n to g e t a G u g g e n h e i m f e l l o w -
s h i p ( s h e w a s a w a r d e d t w o ) a n d w a s a lso f i r s t r e c i p i e n t o f a
R o s e n w a l d f e l l o w s h i p f o r h e r p a r t i c u l a r f i e l d .

j n t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l w o r l d , M i s s H u r s t o n is r e c o g n i z e d b y
l e a d i n g s c h o l a r s a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s . S h e is a m e m b e r o f t h e

A m e r i c a n F o l k l o r e S o c i e t y , A m e r i c a n E t h n o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y ,
a n d t h e A m e r i c a n A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e A d v a n c e m e n t o f S c i -
ence . F o r these s o c i c t i e s she h a s d o n e l e a r n e d a n d s c i e n t i f i c
p a p e r s f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e i r j o u r n a l s .

A S a f i c t i o n w r i t e r , Z o r a N e a l e H u r s t o n f i r s t a t t r a c t e d a t t e n -

t i o n w i t h a s t o r y i n S t o r y M a g a z i n e w h i c h a c c e p t s o n l y
q u a l i t y s t o r i e s . A n a r t i c l e i n T h e W o r l d T o m o r r o w e n t i t l e d
? H o w I t F e e l s T o B e C o l o r e d M e ? a lso c a u s e d w i d e c o m m e n t .
B o t h a p p e a r e d i n 1928. H e r f i r s t n o v e l , ?Jonah?s G o u r d V i n e , ?
w a s a c c e p t e d b y h e r p u b l i s h e r s ( J . B . L i p p i n c o t t o f P h i l a d e t -

p h i a ) t h i r t e e n d a y s a f t e r i t s s u b m i s s i o n . . . a n d c r i t i c s h a i l e d
h e r as t h e f i r s t N e g r o w r i t e r w h o k n e w h o w t o t e l l a s t o r y .
? M u l e s a n d M e n , ? ? T h e i r E y e s W e r e W a t c h i n g G o d , ? ? T e l l
M y H o r s e , ? a n d ?Moses , M a n o f t h e M o u n t a i n , ? a r e s u b s e -
q u e n t b o o k s t h a t w a r r a n t t h e r e c o g n i t i o n s h e h a s r e c e i v e d .
S h e w a s t h e f i r s t N e g r o t o s p e a k a t t h e B o s t o n B o o k F a i r
w h e r e she is a n a n n u a l f e a t u r e a n d h a s a l s o spoken f o t h
N e w Y o r k B o o k F a i r . p o w e n for the

M i s s H u r s t o n ? s h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l n o v e l , ? T h e i r E y e s W e r e

W a t c h i n g G o d , ? has b e e n c o n c e d e d b y c r i t i c s t o b e e x e m -

P l a r y o f t h e m o s t P e a u t i f u lp r i t i n g i n t h e E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e .
é book w a s p u b l i s h e d i n L o n d o n b y J. M . D e n t

a n d i n t h e I t a l i a n i n 1938 a t R o m e . y ent C o m p a n y
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Anne Smith Hopkino

A hight flame in a
misty World

With Worship,



C a r l  V a n  V e c h t e n  s a y s :  " T h i s
book seems to me so extraordinary
t h a t  I  r e c o m m e n d  i t  w i t h  u n r e -
s t r a i n e d  e n t h u s i a s m . "

(Additional comments on back cover
of this jacket)

J O N A H ' S

G O U R D  V I N E

B y  Z o r a  N e a l e  H u r s t o n

I n t r o d u c t i o n b y  F a n n i e  H u r s t

Th is  work  te l l s  the  l i fe  s to ry  o f
a  b ig ,  l ovab le  A labama neg ro .
"His mama named him two-eye-
John from a preachin she heered
but  dey cal led h im John-Buddy,
f o r  s h o r t . " N e d ,  h i s" f a t h e r ,
c a l l e d  h i m  " y a l l e r  n i g g e r "  b e -
cause he had whi te b lood in h is
veins,  and when he could stand
the sight of the boy no longer he
drove h im f rom the house. So
John wandered over the Big Creek
to Alf Pearson's plantation where
h e  w a s  b o r n . I t  w a s  t h e r e  h e
learned to love l i t t le black-eyed
Lucy Potts who could speak pieces
bet ter  than anyone in the c lass
and on Lucy's f i f teenth bir thday
they  were  mar r i ed . John loved
h e r a n d  t h e i n f a n t  s o n s  a n d
daughters which began to make
their  appearance-but  other  wo-
men a lways he ld  a  fasc ina t ion
f o r  h i m . F i r s t  Meha ley , t h e n

' o m a n , then o the rs  ?  he
couldn' t  seem to help fal l ing for
t h e m . As pastor  of  Z ion Hope
he preached, prayed, sang and
s i n n e d - a n d was always
another  woman. " H e w u z  u h
man and nobody knowed ' im but
G o d . "

$2.00

Anne Smith Hopki

A hight flame in a
Musty World
with warship,

Zun Nue Muraton
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121335 W e a n

????.
from 18arnard
folklore
???????nat her
novel. but her storie a n dFesearch
artácle appearan such
magazmes as Story, The Journal
o f  Amer icanFolk lore, The Surpay
Graphic and the World Tomorrow
Besudes recond ing her peoples
i lk lope in  l i terafure Miss Hiura-
tom,  w i th  he r  t r i age , has  g iven
these. songsand  dances l i ve
stage. She was born at Etoei l le
Florida, t h e B e s tincorpora la l
Negrobowen in Amer ica. 2 h e
at  p resentengage t  in  we i t i ng
???? Brink MEFIAN
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PROMINENT WRITERS ARE
ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT

THIS BOOK

C A R L  V A N  V E C H T E N

p r a h a l a t i n

F A N N I E  H U R S T

?In tie wook ed Goes Duestore there springs, with validity
? Grab sole whieh, to this commentator, le

que, There le segro folklure Interpreted at its authentle
run st high ander. A bri l l iant ly faci le

wand our s ich new earth.  As a matter  of
eurpting Langdon Hughes, it is doubtfulthere in aborary precedent foe the particular type

ment that characterizes donah's Gourd Vine.
multaneouslyThe al tairs he shave bar here ta a mate a at people.

out change of key as it would need to be if she is to sue.
coed in keeping universality the dominant note of her
book. Humor, beartache, ambition, frustration, super-
stition, fear, cussedness, fidelity and infidelity flow nat-
wally behind white and black pores."

B L A N C H E  C O L T O N  W I L L I A M S

*Miss  Hurs ton is  a  young woman o f  p romise.  Here  are
the spir i t ,  the dialect and the poetry of the Negro race in
a story by one who of that race yet has the abi l i ty to de-
tach berself and see its members objectively. At the same
ime there is  a  qual i ty  o f  sympathy which no mere out
der could feel and express. I  heart i ly hope the book el l

have the wide circulation it so well deserves.

J .  B .  L I P P I N C O T T  C O M P A N Y
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A l s o  b y  Z o r a  N e a l e  H u r s t o n

T E L L  M Y  H O R S E

The book is unique in that it tells the inside story, by an initiate, of voodoo
in Haiti and Jamaica. Zora Hurston herself took part in the rites which
are celebrated with all the wild abandon of the native blacks, and she
describes what she saw with all the poetry and literary ability that charac-
terizes her writing. This is folklore as only Zora Hurston can write it ?
the story of esoteric superstitions, savage voodoo ceremonies, strange
customs of the little-known Negroes of Jamaica and Haiti. All the mystery,
weirdness, horror and comedy of the transplanted African Negro run
through the book and color its pages. 26 illustrations.

The New York Times Book Review says: "This book is the result of long
and intimate research; and it is itself intimate in a specific and unique
sense. ... An unusual and intensely interesting book, richly packed with
strange information. ... Zora Hurston writes of all this with sympathy
and level-headed balance, with no sensationalism, in a style which is
vivid, sometimes lyrical, occasionally dramatic, yet simple and restrained."

M U L E S  A N D  M E N

Zora Hurston has made here probably the greatest and most sympathetically
recorded collection of Negro folklore in the world. Included in the first
part are folk-tales, typical sermons by colored preachers and a number of
Negro songs with complete musical accompaniment. In the second section
the author's exhaustive first-hand study of voodoo practices of the Southern
darky is clearly evident. She explains the origin of voodoo and describes
the weird practices and rituals. No more vivid atmosphere could be created
as a background for this authentic material, no more intimate facts could
be told, than those which Miss Hurston brings to us here ? herself a
member of the richly imaginative race about which she writes.

The Saturday Review of Literature says: "But no advantage of skin or
blood could have produced the book which Miss Hurston brought back
from the gay 'woofing' of Florida's lumber camps and the tawdry rituals
off the little sinister streets in New Orleans's Vieux Carre. Only an ability
to write, a rare conjunction of the sense of the ridiculous and the sense of
the dramatic, could have produced this remarkable collection of Negro
folk tales and folk customs."

J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY
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Zora Hurston is recognized in
Amer i ca  t o  be  t he  f o remos t

negro novel ist  of to-day. I t  is
our pr iv i lege to present  th is ,
h e r  t h i r d  a n d  m o s t  m a t u r e
book, to the Bri t ish publ ic.

Their eyes were watching God
may perhaps be best described
as the  s tory  o f  a  b lack  g i r l ' s
search for fulfilment. Janie ' saw
her life like a great tree in leaf.'
Bu t  t he re  was  no  f l owe r i ng
when she and the industrious
Logan Killicks were married in
her  Grandma's  par lour .  And
one day  Joe Starks ,  ' f rom in
a n d  t h r o u g h  G e o r g y , '  c a m e
wa l k i ng  down  t he  r oad .  Joe
spoke of far horizons, of change
and chance, and Janie at last
agreed to  go wi th  h im.  Af ter
Joe was elected Mayor of Eaton-
vi l le, no one ran the town but
Joe Starks. And Janie began to
feel lonely. When at last Joe's
o v e r b e a r i n g  w a y s  g r e w  t o o
much for  her ,  she turned on
him in fury,  and str ipped him
of his pr ide. He died, cursing

[continued on back flap]
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[continued from front flap]

her, when Janie was not yet
for ty ,  and st i l l  a  handsome
woman.  Then one day Tea
Cake stepped into the store.
He was younger than she, so
much  younger  tha t  a t  f i r s t
Janie dared not believe in the
happiness he brought to her.
But their life together told her
all that she needed to know,
although the story ends, almost
biblically, with flood and over-
whelming tragedy.

This is a story of Zora Hurston's
own people. Unlike so many
other tales of negro life, it is
wri t ten from inside that gay
and lusty wor ld.  One of  i ts

happiest characteristics is the
lack of the usual moaning over
'colour problems.' For all i ts
tragedy it is a book of gaiety,

humour, and belief in the joy
and beauty of life.

Made in Great Britain at The Temple Press
Letchworth, Herts (Mj 208)



comtting about the author . .

Zora Hurston is a native of Florida. She was born in 1903
at Eatonville, the first incorporated Negro town in America.
On the death of her mother she was 'passed around the
family like a bad penny? At the age of thirteen she was
taken from school to mind her eldest brother's children.
At sixteen she ran away and got a job with a white woman
as a lady's maid. She was happy, but she wanted to go
to school. The woman for whom she worked also was
anxious for her to attend school, and at the age of seven-
teen, Zora Hurston entered Morgan Academy in Baltimore,
After High School she went on to Howard University in
Washington.

Zora Hurston's first story was written for a university
magazine. Shortly afterwards she submitted a story to the
editor of a journal of Negro life. He entered it in a literary
contest, encouraged her to write, and sent her to New
York.There she met Fannie Hurst, Carl Van Vechten,
and John Erskine, who were judges for the contest in which
she won the second prize. Being offered a scholarship at
Barnard College, she was admitted there in 1925 as a
Junior, to study anthropology under Dr Franz Boas. Later
she became secretary to Fannie Hurst; and then she
returned to the South to do research work. For many
months she explored in the field of Negro folklore and
amassed a large amount of material. As a result of this
research Zora Hurston was awarded a fellowship at
Columbia University. In 1936 she was the recipient of a
Guggenheim Fellowship, and in 1937 she was given an
extension of the award to continue her studies of native
customs in Haiti, whence she has recently returned.

Miss Hurston's first published novel was JONAH'S GOURD
VINE. Her second book, MULES AND MEN, was a collection
of negro folk tales. THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GOD was
published in America in September 1937.

J. M. DENT AND SONS LIM ED, 10 Bedford Street, London W.C.2



y e n o w .  s h e  j u s t
g ives us  negroes in
t h e  a c t  o f  l i v i n g .

T o  g e t  t h e  f u l l
n e g r o  f l a v o u r ,  t h e
author  causes most
o f  t h e  a c t i o n  t o
p a s s  i n  E a t o n v i l l e ,
a w h o l l y  n e g r o
townsh ip , a n d  t h e
" s w a m p s "  w h e r e
negro  labour  ra ised
r i c h  c r o p s  o u t  o f  a
f e r t i l e  l a n d

J a n i e ,  t h e  n e g r o
g i r l  i n  he r  t eens ,  i s
r e s t l e s s  a n d  f u l l  o f
d e s i r e  t o  t a k e  h o l d
o f  t h e  v a r i e d  e x -

P e r i e n c e s  o f  l i f e .
She had been ge t -
t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  h e r
g r e a t  j o u r n e y  t o
t h e  h o r i z o n s  i n
s e a r c h  o f  p e o p l e . "

H e r  g r a n d m o t h e r
d e n i e d  h e r  t h e
j o u r n e y ,  w a n t e d  t o
t i e  h e r  d o w n  t o
s a f e t y , t o  t h i n g s .
S o  J a n i e  w a s  m a r r i e d  w i l l y - n i l l y  t o  a n
anc ien t  negro  fa rmer ,  and bore  w i th  h im
wi l l  Ton Stor ies  came whis t l ing  down the
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(Continued from front f lap)

with flowing authenticity. Then Jim inter-

ested himself in the shrimping fleets that

work out of New Smyrna, and the climax of

the story takes place against that colorful

background.

The heart of the novel consists of Arvay's

long, stumbling progress toward self-

discovery and fulfillment. She could not be-

lieve that people counted her as high as they

did or that she deserved to hold her head up

in the good life Jim was fixing for her. It

made suffering for her-and for her family

a s  w e l l - b e f o r e  s h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  f i n d  o u t

where she belonged.

It is impossible to convey the extraordi-

nary flavor of this book. Miss Hurston has

heightened the idiom of her characters with

her own inimitable style and achieved some-

thing quite different from the "dialect"

novel. Enriched by the warmth and vigor that

are part of Miss Hurston's gift, Seraph on the

Suwanee is an animated and striking work

o f  f i c t i o n .



Zora Neale Hurston writes about herself:

Born a t  Eatonv i l le ,  F lor ida ,  f i rs t  incor -

pora ted  Nego town in  the  U.  S .  Fa ther
was mayor of  the town three t imes and

wrote the town laws, including one that

p r e g n a n t  d o g s  c o u l d  n o t  w a l k  t h e

st reets  and thereby shock the modesty

of  the lad ies of  the v i l lage.

T h e  s e v e n t h  o f  a  f a m i l y  o f  e i g h t
chi ldren.  Father  was a successfu l  Bap-

t i s t  p r e a c h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  a  c o u n t r y

schoo l  teacher  be fo re  her  mar r iage  a t

16.  Father  a lso  a  carpenter .  S ix  out  o f

the eight Hurstons hold col lege degrees.

Lea rned  t o  r ead  be fo re  schoo l  age ,

and th is  read ing  hab i t  became a  g rea t

t r i a l  t o  the  fam i l y .  Wou ld  h ide  to  read
w h a t e v e r  w a s  a v a i l a b l e - f r o m  N i c k

Car te r  t a les  to  pa ten t  med ic ine  a lma-
nacs - i ns tead  o f  do i ng  cho res .  Fa the r

b i t te r ly  opposed to  a  ch i ld  o f  h is  read-
ing novels.  He considered novels works

o f  the  Dev i l  and  fo rbade  a  ch i ld  o f  h is
to stoop to such. Zora was the of fender

who read everyth ing that  came to hand

w i t h o u t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n :  f a i r y  t a l e s ,

b lood-and- thunder  d ime novels ,  adver-
t isements, Bible, even the school books

of  her  e lder  b ro thers  and s is te r .  Com-

mit ted to memory numerous poems and

c h a p t e r s  f r o m  t h e  B i b l e .

W r o t e  s e v e r a l  p a g e s  o f  d o g g e r e l

r hymes  when  e i gh t  yea rs  o l d  and  an -

nounced  a t  t he  suppe r  t ab l e  t ha t  she

was go ing to  be a  poet  l i ke  Longfe l low

?to  the hor ror  o f  her  fa ther  (who knew

n o t h i n g  a b o u t  p o e t s  o r  p o e t r y ) .  H e

ang r i l y  f o rbade  any  such  no t i on ,  say -

i ng  t ha t  i t  was  h i s  unde rs tand ing  tha t

poets were low-l iv ing creatures wi th no

G o d  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a n d  n o  B i b l e  i n

the i r  hands.  I f  she wanted to  do some-

thing,  let  her be a missionary.

F rom f i f t h  g rade  up ,  t eache rs  com-

p l i m e n t e d  h e r  c o m p o s i t i o n s ,  b u t  u p

in to  h igh  schoo l ,  teachers  one  and  a l l

dep lo red  he r  handwr i t i ng .  Teache r  i n
Eng l i sh  in  h igh  schoo l  had  a  ta l k  w i th

her  and advised her  to  take up wr i t ing,

bu t  Zora ,  hav ing  a lways  l i ked  geogra-

phy and s t imulated by phys iography in

h i g h  s c h o o l ,  h a d  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e  a
g e o l o g i s t .  ( S t i l l  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g

subject  in  the wor ld . )  Became s tudent -
ass i s tan t  t o  t he  geo logy  p ro fesso r  a t

H o w a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t o o k  a l l  t h e

c o u r s e s  i n  g e o l o g y  a t  B a r n a r d .  W i t h
three others went over to the Columbia

Col lege of Engineering to cont inue, but
the instructor shooed them al l  out af ter

th ree  days  o f  a t tendance,  say ing  tha t
t h e r e  w a s  n o  f u t u r e  f o r  a  w o m a n  i n

g e o l o g y .  S o  t h e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n

a n t h r o p o l o g y .  R e c e i v e d  a  f e l l o w s h i p
f r o m  C o l u m b i a  a t  $ 1 7 5  a  m o n t h  a n d

cont inued in  the pursu i t  o f  fo lk - lo re .

Wrote her f irst story after col lege and

i t  w a s  r e a d  b y  R o b e r t  W u n s c h  ( t h e n
h e a d  o f  t h e  d r a m a  d e p a r t m e n t  a t

Ro l l ins  Co l lege in  F lo r ida) .  He used i t

f o r  s t u d y  i n  h i s  E n g l i s h  c o m p o s i t i o n

c l ass ,  and  t hen  sen t  i t  on  t o  STORY
MAGAZINE. I t  was publ ished,  and four

publ ishers wrote for  book length work.
Wro te  a  book  she had been cons ider -

ing for  some t ime and sent  i t  to  a  pub-

l isher,  who accepted i t  af ter  13 days of
consideration. When the wire of accept-

ance  a r r i ved ,  Zo ra  was  be ing  ev i c ted

f rom her  house fo r  $18 rent .

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, NEW YORK



S E R A P H  o n  t h e  S U W A N E E

by ZORA NEALE HURSTON

We have sent you this pre-publication copy of SERAPH ON THE
SUWANEE because we are convinced that the only way to appreciate its
unique charm is to read it from start to finish.

In trying to write a description that will do it justice, we have found
somehow that none of the conventional phrases seem to fit. It is not "deftly
contrived." It does not "build with an ever mounting tension to a climax
of almost unbearable intensity," although there is plenty of action in it. It
is probably not the "novel of the age," but it does have a warmth, a zest
for life that is irrepressible and a rough, sometimes bawdy humor that has
a way of merging into honest tenderness most disconcertingly.

We can point out that it is the story of Arvay and Jim Meserve, who
began their life together in the sawmill country along the banks of the
Suwanee River in Florida, lived next in the citrus belt and then found good
fortune in the shrimping boats that work out of New Smyrna, but this will
not suggest the hearty man-woman relationship that was theirs. There is a
seduction scene in the book that is more hilarious than it is salacious. There
is a duel between a man and a rattlesnake that is calculated to make anyone's

hair stand on end, but none of these factors in themselves give the book its

indefinable appeal. It is rather the honest lust for living that shines through

it, the extraordinarily colorful idiom in which it is written, and above all the
satisfaction of a good story well told.

We think that SERAPH ON THE SUWANEE is a story a lot of people
can enjoy. We plan to do everything in our power to let them know about it.
If you share our enthusiasm, we hope you will, too.

Publ icat ion Date: October 11 Price $3.00

C H A R L E S  S C R I B N E R ' S  S O N S

597 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.
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T H E I R  E Y E S  W E R E

W A T C H I N G  G O D

By Zora Neale Hurston

Author of "Mules and Men,"
"Jonah's Gourd Vine," etc.

Miss Hurston was awarded a Guggenheim

Fellowship in 1936 and again in 1937.

She was also given Honorary Mention in

the Book-of-the-Month Club Awards this

year.

Janie's conscious l i fe had begun at

Grandma's gate. When Nanny had spied

Janie letting Johnny Taylor kiss her over

the gatepost she had called Janie to come

inside the house. That had been the end

of her childhood. Soon after that Janie

and Logan Ki l l icks were marr ied in

Nanny's parlor. But love did not come

to Janie as Nanny had told her it would.

And one day Joe Starks, "from in and

through Georgy," came walking down

the road. Though he did not represent

sun-up and pollen and blooming trees,

Joe spoke for far horizons, for change and

chance, and Janie at last agreed to go off
with him.

(Cont inued on back f lap)



(Continued from front flap)

After Joe was elected Mayor of Eaton-

ville, no one ran the town but Joe Starks.

And Janie began to feel lonesome. When

Joe took to belittling her, she accepted

his words, but refused the thoughts which
they gave rise to. When at last his over-

bearing ways grew too much for her, she

turned on him in fury and by her words

stripped him of his pride before the town.

He died cursing her, while she tried to

make him understand what he might

have had.

When Joe died Janie was not yet forty,
and still a handsome woman. She had
refused more than one offer of marriage

when Tea Cake stepped into the store one

day. He was younger than she, so much

younger that at first Janie dared not be-

lieve in the happiness he brought to her.
But their life together told her all that

she needed to know. This is a story of

Miss Hurston's own people, but it is also
a story of all peoples-of man and of

woman, and of the mystery that the world
holds.

In Their Eyes Were Watching God, Miss

Hurston has fulfilled the early promise

of her first books. This new novel is one

of warmth and humor and rich, transcend-

ent beauty.



SOME REVIEWS
OF ZORA NEALE HURSTON'S PREVIOUS BOOK

" M u l e s  a n d  M e n "

- * =
"An excellent piece of reporting in an infectiously interesting
style." ?New York Herald Tribune.
"In Zora Neale Hurston's book 'Mules and Men' you are pub-
lishing a distinct contribution. The author worked in a field
where she was welcome and brought forth a wealth of bright
new material. It is a bold and beautiful book, many a page
priceless and unforgettable." ?Carl Sandburg.
"But no advantage of skin or blood could have produced the
book which Miss Hurston brought back from the gay 'woofing'
of Florida's lumber camps and the tawdry rituals off the little
sinister streets in New Orleans's Vieux Carre. Only an ability
to write, a rare conjunction of the sense of the ridiculous and
the sense of the dramatic, could have produced this remarkable
collection of Negro folk tales and folk customs."

?The Saturday Review of Literature.
"It's a grand book, full of the most fascinating lore."

?Carl Van Vechten.
"It seems to me Zora Neale Hurston's latest volume, Mules and
Men, is taking down, at first hand, a hitherto unrecorded body
of folk tales and voodoo rituals from her own people in Florida
and in New Orleans. The tall tales are delightful and hoodoo
rites are uncanny in their dramatic power. The volume seems
to me of incalculable value to the folk-lorists, and a real adven-
ture to anyone interested in the vivid vernacular of Negro life
in the deep South. It is an authentic record, interpreted with
imagination and uncanny dramatic feeling."

-Frederick H. Hoch, Kenan Professor of Dramatic
Literature, University of North Carolina.
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