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I n t r o d u c t i o n

W H A T  T H E  W O M A N  C I T I Z E N ' S  L I B R A R Y  I S

? POCHS begin with the extension of rights. When
E these rights involve the sacrifice of property or

privilege, there result the revolutions with which our
history books are filled.

But sometimes, among people of high social mo-
rality, these epochs spring from the spirit of democracy
and begin with the sharing rather than the surrender
of rights. That is the characteristic of the new age
into which we enter, as women are granted larger op-
portunities in our social life. Men begin to share with
women privileges which have come down from the
ancient days when men were the owners of their fami-
lies and warriors because they could be citizens.

This new epoch promises to be even more significant
than any other period which has marked the extension
of civil liberties. When one thinks of the changes that
followed the abolition of slavery in America, the ex-
tension of education to a nation's children, and before
that, the organization of a state in which there should
be political equality for all its citizens, it is hard to
imagine those other changes which must result in
state, families, and social intercourse when women
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