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A P P E N D I X
dare fay nobody will imagine it. Why then houn
not the rewards propoled by the king of heaven fos

the practice of virtue, be efteemed as means to pro-mote univerfal rectitude? And that s

cace chis part towards that great chi out tog
the chief tiew of all his reafonable creatures?

That one defign of God in the creation was to.
communicate bappines, lo far as was confiltent-

with order and rectitude, or as it is a conlequence

of them, I believe will not be queltioned, But
lince the inhnitely bappy Creator is likewife inh-
nitely perfect, I think there is as little realon to
queltion, that one great end he had in view was to

communicate fome degree of all his communicable

perfections, to produce beings capable of imitating
his moral attributes, of conforming to that facred

rule of truth and rectitude, by which his own un-

erring will is always directed; that they might beperfect even as be is perfect.

And if this was onedefign of God in creating mankind, which can farce

be doubted ; then certainly they ought to have the

fame end in view; and if, in order to it, God.
could give them no other law but that of moral

virtue, as thefe writers allow, then the obligation

to practife it muft arife, with virtue itlelf, from the

very nature of fuch a fyftem, not folely from a
profpect of rewards and punihments.

I am far from intending to depreciate a proper
regard to future retributions, as they are gracious

alinitances to the frailty of man; but let them not

change place with thar, which they were appointed

to promote; be made fole ends, whilt virtue is
degraded into bare means; tho if doing right ac-

tions purely becaufe they are right, is not the proper

idea of virtue, it will be hard to fay what is; but

aiming folely at a reward certainly is not. Where
the will of God is known, there is an additional

obligation, that ftrongly enforces the pratice of

virtue, from a defire of being acceptable to thefupreme

A P P E N D I X
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upreme being,who wills the perfection of his
creatures,in which their chief good confifts; and
therefore the confideration of the will of God
ought never to be omitted in any Chriftian {chemes
of morality. But neither ought moral virtue to
be eftablihed folely on, fuch principles, as would
leave men loofe from every obligation, who are
either not fo wife, as to difcover the will of God in
the nature of things, or not fo bappy, as to be ac-
quainted with his revealed will, and the fanctions of
his lars.
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576 Poems on feveral occafions.

Thus a vile finner thou couldft love.
How then fhould fo much goodnefs move!
Yes, yes, my God, an uncompell'd
And unbrib'd heart I freely yield;
By no ignoble intereft fway'd,
The grateful offering I had made.
Th?' nor thy threats nor promifes were known,
I'd love thee ever for thyfelf alone;
Not for thy fcepter, or thy rod,
My all of good, my king, my God!
Thou only canft this flame infpire
Thou fource, and period of defire!
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